
Step Twelve
Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of

these Steps, we tried to carry this message to
alcoholics, and to practice these

principles in all our affairs.

Tradition Twelve
Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our

Traditions, ever reminding us to place
principles before personalities.

Concept Twelve
The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition, taking care

that it never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power;
that sufficient operating funds and reserve be its prudent financial

principle; that it place none of its members in a position of unqualified
authority over others; that it reach all important decisions by

discussion, vote, and whenever possible, substantial unanimity;
that its actions never be personally punitive nor an incitement to

public controversy; that it never perform acts of government; that,
like the Society it serves, it will always remain democratic

in thought and action.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

West Valley 760.324.4880
East Valley 760.568.4004

Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
1st Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.alcoholics-anonymous.org

December 2009

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Principle Twelve: Service - Having experienced a psychic change that
keeps us sober one day at a time, we are empowered to demonstrate the
new principles by which we live. We remain in action in our daily life
through example. We seek out and are available to help others in need.
We continue to carry the message of hope and recovery. We strive to
help wherever we can even in the smallest, simple tasks of life.
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Caleb WW 1
Guy G 1
Javier P 1
Walter 5
Mario R 10
Linda Z 11
Jeremy S 13
Dani M 14
Danny A 20

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.

Central Office Activity
for September

We are Responsible!

Meeting Info 231
12 Step Calls 5
Visitors 73
Literature Sales 153
Al-Anon 3
Other 12 Step 16
Misc. 45
Business 43

Answering
Service
12 Step 4
Meeting Info 19
Other 2
TOTAL: 594

Desert Lifeline, December 2009

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,

Cathedral City, CA 92234.
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors
Chairman: SherAli J.

Vice Chairman: John E.
Treasurer: Mike B.
Secretary: Paul R.

Directors
Bill B.

Brian C.
Garrett D.

Jim D.
Paul A.

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K.
Office Manager: Jim K.

Birthday Celebrations
Fidel 22

Alan G 25
Connie L 46

Irene M 29
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Step Twelve

Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry
this message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.

Love and service are the key components of this step. Looking back on my own spiritual development,
I am reminded of the many people who loved and supported me when I was unable to love myself.
The thought of a life where such love existed, and the ability to live a life based on gratitude seemed
like an unattainable goal for me.

And yet, these people loved me and expected nothing in return. In time, I came to realize that when
one accepts a loving God, it is not necessary to control those around us. The knowledge that each of
us has our own path to walk with our own God brings an incredible peace with those around us and
the world in general. The acceptance of these principles enables me to allow the world to unfold in its
own way, at its own speed. For me, persistence and passage of time has allowed me to see the
wisdom and kindness in seemingly unfair and unjust outcomes of past events. As a result, embracing
these principles in my daily life has become my first and foremost goal, however one should also note
that it is progress, not perfection!

The result for me has been to see the world and myself differently. My ability to work with others is
directly proportionate to my ability to live in a world that I love; and the more I work with others the
greater my capacity to love. I have a friend who always reminds me that each and every day I don’t
take a drink, I am in a state of grace, and as a recipient of this grace it is my responsibility to carry this
message with the hope that my own experience may bring hope to someone who has none.

Brian C
Sunny Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, Palm Springs
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Book of the month

Daily Reflections

Normally $8.25 - This month $7.00

October Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Carole C
Colt S
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Diane D
Donna B
Dorit R

Emil M
Gene S
Jay A
Jeff N
Jill J Jim D

Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
Joan P

Kathy R
Pat W
Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M
Reni
Steve C
Steve P
Tracy M

Desert Lifeline, December 2009



5

Desert Lifeline, December 2009

Concept Twelve

The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition, taking care that it never
becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds and

reserve be its prudent financial principle; that it place none of its members in a
position of unqualified authority over others; that it reach all important decisions

by discussion, vote, and whenever possible, substantial unanimity; that its actions
never be personally punitive nor an incitement to public controversy; that it never
perform acts of government; that, like the Society it serves, it will always remain

democratic in thought and action.

Encoded in Concept XII are all the most important ideas from the Twelve Traditions, applied formally to
the General Service Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous. They are called the "Warranties", and they
taken verbatim from the end of the 1955 Conference Charter.

The most interesting thing about this concept is that it is only alterable by a written consensus of three-
quarters of all the directory-listed AA groups in the United States and Canada. AA is thus protected even
further from fundamental change being made by a rogue Conference or individual.

The Concepts come full circle. After providing guiding principles to a particular body within AA (the
General Service Conference), they gesture back to Concept 1 and the top of the upside-down-pyramid:
the great mass of autonomous AA groups.

Douglas K.
Thursday Big Book Workshop, Yucca Valley.
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November Puzzle Solution
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