
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

West Valley 760.324.4880
East Valley 760.568.4004

Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
1st Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.alcoholics-anonymous.org

January 2010

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Surrender - to give oneself up, as into the power
of another; submit or yield.

Step One
We admitted we were powerless over alcohol -

that our lives had become unmanageable.

Tradition One
Our common welfare should come first;

personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.

Concept One
Final responsibility and ultimate authority for

A.A. world services should always reside in the
collective conscience of our whole Fellowship.
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Candice 1
Christina W 1
Jim C 1
Jamie S 1
William W 1
Dakota 2
Kelli M 2
Doug R 6
Mary L 9
Heather 15
Ruth F 44 We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their

contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.

Central Office Activity

for November
We are Responsible!

Meeting Info 303
12 Step Calls 6
Visitors 99
Literature Sales 152
Al-Anon 5
Other 12 Step 7
Misc. 37
Business 48

Answering
Service
12 Step 6
Meeting Info 16
Other 2
TOTAL: 681

Desert Lifeline, January 2010

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,

Cathedral City, CA 92234.
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: John E.
Vice Chairman: Mike B.

Treasurer: Cate M.
Secretary: Paul R.

Directors
Brian C.
Chuck B

Garrett D.
Toni T.
open

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K.
Office Manager: Jim K.

Birthday Celebrations

Anonymous 5

Pat S 24
Andy G 33

Priscilla C 22
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Book of the month

12 Steps and 12 Traditions
Softcover, Pocket Edition

Normally $5.50 - This month $4.50

November Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Annie E
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Diane D
Donna B
Dorit R
Emil M

Ernesto L
Gene S
Jay A
Jim D

Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
Joan P
Kathy R

Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M
Reni
Sherri E
Steve C
Steve P
Tracy M

Desert Lifeline, January 2010
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Tradition One

Our common welfare should come first;
personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.

Long Form: Each member of Alcoholics Anonymous is but a small part of a great whole. A.A. must
continue to live or most of us will surely die. Hence our common welfare comes first. But individual
welfare follows closely afterward.

So many times I hear the traditions being read in a meeting and think how little they have to do with me,
and even contemplate their level of importance. Reviewing these times I realize how wrong I am, and
that those thoughts are the farthest thing from the truth. Tradition one is one of the few traditions that I
must work with the same vigor and significance of the steps. In my early sobriety, which I am still in, the
common bond and welfare of the group as a whole is what attracted me. Nowhere did I feel a connection
to people or accepted as I did in the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous. The importance of the groups’
welfare compared to my own was shown to me through taking steps 1, 2 and 3. The fact that step one
says WE admitted that we were powerless over alcohol; Right then did I realize that not only am I
powerless, but we all are, and through that, WE recover together. Taking steps 2 and 3 at the time
helped me realize that the group as a whole was the force behind A.A., as during that time I had to accept
the program in all it’s entirety as my Higher Power.

I am grateful to say that I am learning of a new Higher Power, that is solely mine. More than that, I am
beginning to understand the groups’ common welfare, which to me is to practice principles, carry the
message and have members of A.A. work together in order for the program to sustain and flourish. It is
only by comprehending that I am just a small part of a greater whole and by putting what is best for the
group before what is best for me, that I come to the realization of the fact that the groups welfare is my
personal recovery. When I have the principles at work, and the welfare of the group at heart, my personal
recovery needs are met.

Brent A
Monday Men’s Marauders, St. Margaret’s Church, Palm Desert

I couldn't quit shaking as I detoxed in the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous . . .
but I'm grateful for the shaking, since it was the only exercise I was getting!

————————————————————————————————————————
Maintaining sobriety is like feeding a parking meter . . . It's all about change.

.


