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A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

West Valley 760.324.4880
East Valley 760.568.4004
Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

@ manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
1st Sunday of the month, 4PM
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843
Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site: www.aa.org

Five

Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another
human being the exact nature of our wrongs.

Tradition Five

Each group has but one primary purpose -
to carry its message to the alcoholic
who still suffers.

Concept Five

Throughout our structure, a traditional "Right
of Appeal" ought to prevail, so that minority
opinion will be heard and personal
grievances receive careful consideration.
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Princinie FiY@

Truth - the state or character of being true;
honesty; integrity; truthfulness.
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Central Office Activity
for March
We are Responsible!

Meeting Info 282
12 Step Calls 47
Visitors 109
Literature Sales 246
Al-Anon 12
Other 12 Step 10
Misc. 33
Business 46
Answering

Service

12 Step 13
Meeting Info 29
Other 0
TOTAL: 787

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a differencel!

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: John E
Vice Chairman: Mike B
Treasurer: Cate M
Secretary: Paul R

Directors
Ben P
Brian C

Chuck B
Kathy R
Toni T

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@ AAinthedesert.org

Birthday Celebrations
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Chris O
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Missy
Brad C
Brian C
Joey W
David
Ed

Paul
Breanne
Gloria
Katy G
Shawn P
Paul K
Ed
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Dean A 18
Lori B 23
Colt S 24
John 26
Tony C 27
Len M 32

OORS

Deborah U
Rick S

17 yrs Jan
28 yrs Feb

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Step Five

Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being
the exact nature of our wrongs.

When | embarked on my fourth step | had no idea what | was getting myself into or how consuming it
would be. | followed directions from my sponsor as outlined in the Big Book and agreed to let God guide
me through the process. A humbling aspect that became very apparent from the writing was that | was
carrying around a lot what | would describe as 'Mind Baggage' which had over time really screwed me up.

For years | acted aloof as the bad thoughts raced through my head, telling me that everything was alright.
My ego covered up the pain and impending calamity and to top it all off, my fear of being judged lead me
away from accepting and admitting the truth.

As | continued writing out my forth step reality set in and overwhelmed the delusion of what | thought my
life was. The facade came down and | was exposed.

So what was | to do!!??!!

There was no way | was going to tell anyone about this! My thought process was, I'll just change my
behavior and become a new person, God will understand, he knows what's up. | still had a problem
though, | would have to continue to carry around all of that baggage in my head.

| decided from then on | would 'Engage in a manner of living that demands rigorous honesty." So there |
was, admitting to my sponsor the exact nature of my wrongs which quite simply derived from me being
selfish, dishonest, self seeking and full of fear. | could now accept me, for who | was and would become.

The weight was lifted, and | was relieved from the bondage of self. Now | simply do God'’s will and bask in
the sunlight of the spirit.

Caleb B
Group '48, Monday, Palm Springs

Don't 'look’ for a sponsor --- 'listen’ for one!

Action without prayer is self-reliance. Prayer without action is begging.

"Searching" means that | review things that | don't normally look at, or that
| take for granted are okay and "taken care of" or more particularly, are "not important."

"Fearless" means that | look at my fears and take them into account,
not that | don't have any fears. | usually ask my HP for help at the beginning,
and any time | get stuck, to overcome my fears.

"Moral inventory" means that this is an inventory of my values
and how my values correspond to my actions.
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March Volunteers at Central Office

AnnT Emil M Mark C
Annie E Ernesto L Th@mk y@@ UU Patrick L
Carole C Gene S e Paul A
Colt S Jay A Peggy M
Dallas Ann E JmD Jimmy Who Sam C
Dave O Jo Ann M Sherri E
Dennis H T[}B mk y W Joan P Steve C
Diane D @ @aﬂ oa Kathy R Steve P
Dorit R Tracy M
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Name:

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your

DESERT LIFELINE \
Subscription Form

Address Central Intergroup Office.

City: Don’'t miss an issue, have the

State: Zip code: DESERT LIFELINE

Phone: ; .
delivered to your mail

Home Group:

box each month.

Book of the month

Alcoholics Anonymous ||
Pocket Sized, soft cover, abridged "
|

=l

||| $325 Normally $4.00 - This month $3.25
|I|
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Tradition Five

Each group has but one primary purpose —
to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.

When | first got sober | didn’t really pay much attention to the traditions. Oh, | heard them read at almost
every meeting | went to, but they seemed a poor relative to the Twelve Steps. Besides they were talking
about ideas and concepts my still befogged brain couldn’t really grasp. So | listened politely when the
traditions were read and then went about the business of staying sober, utilizing meetings , and the steps.
After | was sober for awhile | began to understand how important the 12 Traditions were to my sobriety,
and AA as a whole. Especially important, is the basis of Step 5, singleness of purpose and humility.

Humility forms the cornerstone of our unity. It allows people with vastly different backgrounds and beliefs
to bind together as a group for the common good. It forces us, for want of a better term, to act better than
we normally would act, and to put the group’s welfare (as well as the welfare of AA as a whole) first.
Humility is accepting the fact that we can’t have everything our way, and requires that we respect the
thoughts and ideas put forth by others in the group, even when they differ from ours.

Tradition 5 also makes it very clear that we, as a group have one purpose only, to carry “THE” message
to those that still suffer. What a gift we’ve been given. We can help another alcoholic as others seldom
can. So our singleness of purpose is in the message of “THE” program, not my interpretation of the
program. | believe that message is contained in the first 164 pages of the Big Book. It is the message
the first one hundred made available to us, and down through the years and the generations of recovered
alcoholics it found its way to me. | have a responsibility to continue to carry that message, and to see
that my group stays true to the responsibility lain upon it in Tradition 5. Does my group carry the
message of recovery from alcoholism as lain out in the Big Book? Is that message spoken loud and
clear? Is my group allowing “outside Issues” to crowd out the message of recovery from alcohol? Does
my group reflect the humility necessary to be an attraction to potential members of Alcoholic
Anonymous? Tradition 5 makes it very clear what is expected of us as a group, and me as a member of
that group. It's a very, very small price to pay for everything that Alcoholics Anonymous has given me
and countless others like me.

Ben P
Just the Black Print Big Book Study, Wednesday, Rancho Mirage

A pessimist sees the glass as half empty.
An optimist sees the glass as half full.
An economist sees the glass as too large.
An alcoholic . . . . sees the glass as pointless!

A sponsee is someone who does what he/she knows God would do,
if God only had all of the facts about the situation!

Your experience may be different, but as | read the Big Book of
Alcoholics Anonymous The Promises are a RESULT not a RIGHT.
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April Puzzle Solution
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Concept Five

Throughout our world service structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal” ought to prevail,
thus assuring us that minority opinion will be heard and that petitions for the redress
of personal grievances will be carefully considered.

When | first read concept 5, it sounded like the door was wide open for all of the complaints of all
alcoholics in the rooms of A.A. After reading the few pages that explains the concept | understood that
the Rights of “Appeal” and “Petition” are regarding the bigger picture of world service. In performing the
group’s duty of carrying the message to the alcoholic who still suffers, a group or an individual may, and
in some cases should, file a minority report when they believe that a decision could seriously affect A.A.
as a whole. Thus the Twelve Steps, the Twelve Traditions, and the Conference Charter will remain as
effective and valuable as has been experienced since the establishment of the General Service
Conference.

Toni T
10" Step Meeting, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert

We’ve Spruced Up Central Office! Come Visit!!

With our new lease came a new tile floor and a fresh paint job!
We'd like to thank all of the people that helped with the
move-out/move-in and painting!! We hope you stop by and
say hello ... and maybe grab a piece of candy!
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May Puzzle
1
2
3 4 5
6
7 8 9
10
11 12 13
14
15 16
17
18
ACROSS DOWN
3 International Convention City (2 1 Akron hotel when Bill needed to talk
words) to another drunk
5 How often we've seen them falil 2 prior to investigation
7 Dr. Bob surname 4 Our is self-centered, ego-
8 General Service Office centric .......
11 Second Principle 6 Saturday Evening Post article in
12 Dr. Bob and the Good March, 1941
15 AA meeting in print 9 AA's very essence
16 Step two 10 AA got this award in 1951
17 Honesty, unselfishness, purity and 13 The number of printings of the first
love edition of our Big Book
18 Mrs. Dr. Bob 14 what trusted servants don't do

Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES
New Meetings

Palm Springs, Beginners Meeting, Our Saviors
Church, 1020 E Ramon, Room 102, Tuesday, 6:30
PM discussion

Palm Springs, Morning Madness, 515 S. Palm
Canyon, Bldg H, Monday through Friday, 6:00 AM
men's meeting

Desert Hot Springs, Making a Stand, K.I.S.
Fellowship, 66595 Pierson Blvd, Friday 7:30 PM
Participation

Code change

Cathedral City, As Bill Sees It, Perez Plaza, 68845
Perez Road, #25,Sunday, 7:00 PM is a closed
meeting

March Website Usage

Unique visitors: 2,305
Avg. visits/day: 144.26
Avg. hits/day: 5,796.57
Highest # of visits in a day: 184
Highest # of hits in one day: 7,784
Total visits: 4,472
Visits per visitor 1.94
Total hits: 190,013

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3 file,
or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one for
each image included on the page, etc.

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio
Friday Night, 8 p.m.

5/7 - Lydian T - Burbank
5/14 - Terry W - Indio
5/21 - Aaron G - Los Angeles
5/28 - John C - Santa Barbara

Speaker
IVeen®s

Speaker Q&A - Cathedral City
Tuesday Night, 7 p.m.

5/4 - Linda A - Palm Desert
5/11 - Stan G - Palm Springs
5/18 - Nancy C - Palm Springs
5/25 - Caroline F - Palm Desert
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Speaker

Cornfield - Palm Springs
Friday Night, 7 p.m.

5/7 - Don C - Los Angeles
5/14 - Efrem S - Los Angeles
5/21 - Joe S - Palm Springs
5/28 - llene - Desert Hot Springs

Speaker
IVeein®ES




