
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

West Valley 760.324.4880
East Valley 760.568.4004

Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
1st Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

June 2010

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Willingness - Done, given, accepted, or borne
voluntarily or ungrudgingly; Disposed or inclined;
prepared.

Step Six
Were entirely ready to have God remove

all these defects of character.

Tradition Six
An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend

the A.A. name to any related facility or outside
enterprise, lest problems of money, property,

and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.

Concept Six
The Conference recognizes that the chief initiative and

active responsibility in most world service matters
should be exercised by the trustee members of the
Conference acting as the General Service Board.
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Central Office Activity
for April

Meeting Info 193
12 Step Calls 5
Visitors 80
Literature Sales 188
Al-Anon 12
Other 12 Step 7
Misc. 49
Business 566

Answering
Service
12 Step 1
Meeting Info 8
Other 0
TOTAL: 599

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: John E
Vice Chairman: Mike B

Treasurer: Cate M
Secretary: Paul R

Directors
Ben P

Brian C
Darryl P
Kathy R
Toni T

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Birthday Celebrations

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Helen H 1
Nancy 1
Andrew 2
Lynda B 4
Paul 5
Dorit R 7
Zenny 11
Steve 15
Nancy W 22
Dallas Ann E 26
Walt 38
Gay H 39

171 years of
sobriety!

AA works!!!!!
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Reaching Out
by Brian C

The Outreach Committee has been reaching out to AA groups in the desert to promote greater
participation in Intergroup/Central Office. This month, representatives attended meetings at DHS KISS
Hall, PS Alano Club and the Big Book Study at Jackson St. Church to encourage more participation and
support for the Central Office of the Desert. It's a great way to do service and it's fun too! Watch for the
"Central Office Caballeros" at a meeting near you...

A message from the Chairman

Social networking seems to be ‘The Talk” in today’s society and I believe strongly in one person talking to
another. Isn’t that AA’s culture? It was suggested at this month’s board of directors meeting that we do so
with our AA community. So here goes my first message.

Where is Central Office? What happens at Central Office? What is Intergroup? Is our group represented at
Intergroup meetings? Who publishes Desert Lifeline? I’m sure most of you know the answers to these
questions but a lot of you don’t, so I’ll answer these questions the best I can. Located at 35-325 Date Palm
Dr. in Cathedral City is our newly remodeled Central Office, manned by an office manager and volunteers
who man the phones and help assist the manager in keeping the office stocked with AA literature. So if you
or your group needs literature, chips, medallions or meeting schedules, we are here to help. Give us a call
or drop by the office to say ‘hello’. It just might be the stop that changes your day from bad to good.
Hopefully not from good to bad.

Intergroup means ‘we work together’. We meet at 7 PM the first Thursday of each month at Central Office
and discuss the workings of AA groups in the valley. After opening the meeting with the reading of minutes
and treasurers report, we like to center on discussion brought forth by group representatives. The meeting
runs from 1 hour to 1 hour plus depending on rep discussions. One of the important parts in ‘working
together’ is to make sure your group is represented at Intergroup meetings. So at your next group meeting
nominate your group rep and get involved with a commitment. Commitments are a great way to stay in the
center of the AA circle.

Our Intergroup meeting is business-like but we also have a lot of FUN. Our June meeting, which is
scheduled for June 10, will start with a Pizza Party at 6PM on the sidewalk in front of Central Office. Such
events are another great way to form relationships with your brothers and sisters and get involved with an
organization that saves individual’s lives. We are also planning on having our general meeting at a different
locations in the valley, once a year, so we can make that connection with reps in the east valley, west
valley or Desert Hot Springs. Yucca Valley and Joshua Tree sound good, so maybe.

You may have seen and shared with myself or Mike who travel the valley once a week to meet new friends
and carry the Intergroup message. We call ourselves the AA Wanderers. At least we are now wandering in
the right direction.

Remember, we like to communicate. It would be great to hear from you with a letter or a comment. Keep
them short and simple. See you next month.

John E
Chairman of the Board
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Book of the month

As Bill Sees It
Hard Cover Edition

Normally $8.00 - This month $7.00

April Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Annie E
Carole C
Bob N
Colt S
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dennis H
Diane D

Dorit R
Emil M
Gene S
Jay A
Jim D Jimmy Who

Jo Ann M
Joan P
Kathy R

Mark C
Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M
Sam C
Sherri E
Steve C
Steve P
Tracy M

Desert Lifeline, June 2010
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What does Central Office Do for Me???

1. We carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic via telephone calls and 12-step work
2. Insure a steady supply of literature for our groups at an attractive price.
3. Provide a telephone contact service for AA meeting information and other information

such as recovery places, other 12-step contact information, other Central Office
numbers, etc.

4. Publish a monthly newsletter by and for our local fellowship with local events and articles
by local AA members on the Steps, Traditions and Concepts.

5. Assist in forming new groups or help existing groups in carrying out our purpose
6. Help in any way to carry out the sole purpose of Alcoholics Anonymous.
7. Attempt to unify our efforts to achieve this purpose

Step Six

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

After the tears and laughter of the fifth step came the hugs and more instruction. "Follow the direction on
step six in the book, read the 12&12 on step six, and live in six and seven for a while."

With relief I went home to follow the plan. On the way, it seemed like a good idea to do some shopping,
or to make a phone call, or stop to see a friend.... My "old ideas" were loudly whispering "Run!"

That time I went straight home and spent time in reflection of the goodness of a Creator filling me again
with hope and light and a desire to do what would be His plan for me. It had become exceedingly obvious
that my own ways of acting and thinking had not produced the results I thought they would. Once again
willing to live emotionally in the utter defeat of my alcoholism followed by a committed surrender to seek
and do His will, I began to live again on a new premise. With God as my director, the quiet voice within
would suggest I do something.

Here was the real measure of my willingness. Did I do it, stuff it, or talk about it ? I had often heard "tell on
yourself" with reference to doing "behaviors", but now I understood the power of telling on myself about
my ideas, thoughts, and plans. In fact as I learned to run these past someone whose judgment I trusted
more than my own I acted better and felt better. I began to have some integrity; my actions and my
feelings began to match. It was "a brand new venture into open-mindedness." (12&12, p68.)

When something came up I really didn’t want to change, I had been instructed to "pray for the willingness
to be willing to be willing to be willing." Usually that worked... eventually.

Today, the simple directions work just as they did the first time I used them. And today the step has
endless applications in my life. I continue to find that staying close to other recovering alcoholics works as
a mirror and reminder that alone I am deluded that my ideas work. With close friends in Alcoholics
Anonymous as God's emissaries of living the steps I am able to continue to grow "until they put the tag on
my toe" in happy, useful sobriety..

Denice W
Ladies Night Out, Rancho Mirage
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May Puzzle Solution
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Concept Six

On behalf of AA as a whole, our General Service Conference has the principal responsibility for the
maintenance of our world services and it traditionally has the final decision respecting large matters of
general policy and finance. But the Conference also recognizes that the chief initiative and the active
responsibility in most of these matters should be exercised primarily by the Trustee members of the

conference when they act among themselves as the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous.

The General Service Conference and the Trustees are organized very much like a modern corporate structure. It is
necessary to have qualified and dedicated people to maintain AA’s Twelve Traditions at a global level. The reason the
corporate model was chosen is because it has proven to be the most effective in matters of policy, business and finance.

One of the reasons that the Conference exists is because individual groups would not be able to manage it on their own,
unless they are willing to spend a great deal of time and responsibility on the matters at hand. Anyone who has ever
been to a business meeting or steering committee meeting knows that the process is sometimes slow and awkward; that
combined with the fact that a lot of us don’t really have a concept of global perception.

It is important, however, to carefully consider how much authority and responsibility must be granted. It is not only for the
direction they choose today, but how that will impact the future integrity of AA throughout the world. It is very important
that the Trustees clearly demonstrate professional and financial skills that will ensure that we are capable of true present
and future leadership.

The decision to appoint Trustees is based on a great deal of experience. This is important; matters affecting us on this
level can not be made by people who do not have a full understanding of the groups Statement of Purpose. Again, this is
not only important for today, but also to maintain the structural integrity so that alcoholics seeking recovery in the future
may share the singleness of purpose that we have.

We all know that it is important to grow and change. This is true not just on a personal level. In the present, we have the
ability and the responsibility to ensure that the organization of Alcoholics Anonymous not only endures, but continues to
grow and thrive. That is the responsibility we have to the alcoholic who still suffers. And to do this we need dedicated,
experienced people doing the kind of service which is required.
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

June Puzzle

Desert Lifeline, June 2010
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Unique visitors: 2,111

Avg. visits/day: 133.43

Avg. hits/day: 5,632.80

Highest # of visits in a day: 169

Highest # of hits in one day: 9,637

Total visits: 4,003

Visits per visitor 1.89

Total hits: 168,984

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

6/4 - Desert Pow Wow
6/11 - Bob Z - Los Angeles
6/18 - Gary P - Redlands
6/25 - John C - Jeanette F - Calimesa

April Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

Cancelled Meetings
Palm Springs, Beginners Meeting, Our Saviors Church,
1020 E Ramon, Room 102, Tuesday,
6:30 PM
Palm Springs, Emotional Sobriety-Next Frontier, Sunny
Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, 1555 S Palm Canyon D103,
Thursday, 4:30 PM
Code change
Cathedral City, As Bill Sees It, Perez Plaza, 68845 Perez
Rd, #25, Sunday, 7:00 PM is a closed
meeting
Coachella, Santa Rosa Big Book Thumpers, CV
Christian Church, 50100 Jackson St, Wednesday, 7:00
PM is a closed meeting
New Meeting
Palm Springs, Illness In Sobriety, Sunny Dunes Fifth Tra-
dition Group, 1555 S Palm Canyon D103, Thur, 4:30PM

Desert Lifeline, June 2010

Cornfield - Palm Springs

Friday Night, 7 p.m.

6/4 - Charlie B - La Quinta
6/11 -
6/18 -
6/25 -

Speaker Q&A - Cathedral City

Tuesday Night, 7 p.m.

6/1 - Joe C - Palm Desert
6/8 - Gina G - Palm Desert

6/15 - Steve P - Cathedral City
6/22 - Denise S - Palm Desert
6/29 - Alan F - Palm Springs


