
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

February 2011

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Hope - the feeling that what is wanted can be had
or that events will turn out for the best; to believe,
desire, or trust.

Step
Came to believe that a Power
greater than ourselves could

restore us to sanity.

Tradition
For our group purpose there is

but one ultimate authority -
a loving God as He may

express Himself in our group
conscience. Our leaders are

but trusted servants;
they do not govern.

Concept
The General Service Conference of
A.A. has become, for nearly every
practical purpose, the active voice
and the effective conscience of our

whole society in its world affairs.
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Central Office Activity
for December

Meeting Info 212
12 Step Calls 2
Visitors 114
Literature Sales 196
Al-Anon 4
Other 12 Step 9
Misc. 51
Business 29

Answering
Service
12 Step 6
Meeting Info 23
Other 3
TOTAL: 649

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,

Cathedral City, CA 92234.
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: Paul R

Treasurer: Mike B
Secretary: Kathy R

Directors
Brian C
Jack K

SherAli J
Toni T
open

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Lynn F 1
Sara S 1
Jennifer 2
Anthony 3
Lisa T 3
Garrett 1
John M 11
Henry H 13
Aaron 14
Marjorie 14
Northshore Kathy 23
Kari H 25
Janet G 27
Lee D 36
Tom F 40

Jerry C 7
Martin F 11

Jim K 30

Mark H 5

Norma U 11
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December Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Carole C
Bob N
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
David T
Dennis H
Diane D
Emil M

Jerry G
Jerry M
Jill J
Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
Joan P

Joey W
Madeleine R
Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M

Phillip F
Shay L
Sherri E
Steve P
Susan B
Tim S
Tracy M

Desert Lifeline, February 2011

Book of the month
Alcoholics Anonymous

Soft Cover Edition

Normally $7.75
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, February 2011

February Puzzle
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Step Two

Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

In order for us to recover we have to believe in a power greater than ourselves. The step reads “we came
to believe”, we are not forced to believe, or told to believe. We come to believe. God makes it real easy
for us. All we have to do is be willing to believe in something other than ourselves and he will do the rest.

I also like that this steps makes it clear. The only one who can restore and manage our lives is God. We
are not going to heal through a new job, a new relationship, or through friends and family. Maybe for
some of us we have lost them due to our drinking. If we come to believe we have a new source in which
we can take comfort and turn too. Which will always be there for us and will walk us through our life’s
journey.

Tim S
Desert Men's Big Book Study, St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert

Concept Two

The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly every practical purpose,
the active voice and the effective conscience of our whole society in its world affairs.

When, in 1955, the A.A. groups confirmed the permanent charter for their General Service Conference,
they thereby delegated to the Conference complete authority for the active maintenance of our world
services and thereby made the Conference - excepting for any change in the Twelve Traditions or in
Article 12 of the Conference Charter - the actual voice and the effective conscience for our whole Society.

Bill realized that even though the ultimate responsibility for World Services lie with the individual groups,
very little would get done without effective action. To achieve this, the groups would need to select
service representatives and empower them to speak and act for them. Indeed, the very essence of
Tradition Two; “Our leaders are but trusted servants”.

As they delegated each of the World Services, meanwhile acting as trusted advisors, it became apparent
that this whole concept was to define the difference between ultimate and immediate service authority.
The Trustees first took control of the finances, and then AA Publishing, Public Relations (PI) and the
Grapevine. Eventually, all responsibility for World Services lie with the Trustees, utilizing Bill and Bob as
advisors.

Finally, the General Services Conference was to become the service conscience for AA as a whole. Just
as Bill and Bob delegated their authority to the Trustees, so the groups found it necessary to delegate
responsibility to the General Service Conference. As a result of these actions, the GSC has become the
active voice and effective conscience of AA.

With foresight, love and service, our co-founders managed to “properly delegate and distribute their own
authority, responsibility and leadership” so as to ensure the integrity of AA far into the future, if not
forever.

Brian C
Sunny Dunes
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Unique visitors: 2,030

Avg. visits/day: 126.48

Avg. hits/day: 4,670.74

Highest # of visits in a day: 173

Highest # of hits in one day: 7,667

Total visits: 3,921

Visits per visitor 1.93

Total hits: 144,793

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

2/4 - Debbie A - La Quinta
2/11 - Doug R - Los Angeles
2/18 - Thomas D - Venice
2/25 - Ernie R - Washington, DC

December Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

New Meeting
Palm Desert, The Traditions, Fellowship Hall, 45940
Portola Ave, Study/Discussion, 6:00 P M, Sunday

Palm Desert, Speaker/Discussion Meeting, CRC, 43725
Monterey Ave, Suite G, 7:00 PM, Wednesday Parking in
rear of building

Day and Time Change
Palm Springs, Living Pozitively In Sobriety, Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1020 E. Ramon Rd, Room 101 used to
meet on Sunday at 5:00 PM, will now meet on Tuesday at
6:30 PM.

Location Change
Indio, Book Study, ABC Recovery, Sunday at 7:30 PM now
meets at 44-359 Palm Street

Desert Lifeline, February 2011

Speaker Q&A - Cathedral City
Tuesday Night, 7 p.m.

2/1 - Jay David - Palm Springs
2/8 - Eric S - Palm Springs

2/15 - Lawrence T - Palm Springs
2/22 - Michelle L - Palm Springs

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

2/5 - Margaret G - Hemet
2/12 - Julie G - Redondo Beach
2/19 - John Q - Desert Hot Springs
2/26 - Tommy D - Desert Hot Springs

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.
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January Puzzle Solution
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10 Alcoholics, all in a line.
One got to thinking

--then there were Nine.

9 Alcoholics, one said, "Wait!
A near beer can't hurt!"
then there were Eight.

8 Alcoholics, lookin' up to heaven.
One cut out meetings

--then there were Seven.

7 Alcoholics, doing service for kicks.
One started grumbling
--then there were Six.

6 Alcoholics, glad to be alive.
'Til one smoked pot

--then there were Five.

5 Alcoholics, greeters at the door.
One played the Big Shot
--then there were Four.

4 Alcoholics, for fun and for free.
One's case was "different"

--then there were Three.

3 Alcoholics, knowing what to do.
One rewrote the Big Book

--then there were Two.

2 Alcoholics, having some fun.
One started lying

--then there was One

1 Alcoholic, talking to HP,
"If only one is sober

--then I'm glad it's me."

Ten Alcoholics
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http://www.desertpowwow.com
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Tradition Two

For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority –
a loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience.

Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.

I am extremely grateful for the program of Alcoholics Anonymous for saving my life and restoring me
back to my God given sanity. Furthermore, I am grateful for the men and women that came before me
who carried on the traditions of our society so that alcoholics like me can have this program for our
recovery and restoration. And when I speak of these men and women I’m speaking of the “old timers” or
as the Twelve and Twelve refer to them “the elder statesman”. I credit and appreciate these men women
including the ones that are still with us for having the ability to put their egos and self centeredness aside
in order to accommodate Tradition Two by not allowing themselves to get caught up in wanting to be “the
producer”. Not all members were able to do that in order to preserve our traditions and the book tells us
that those who could not adhere to these spiritual principles were likely to drink again. As an active
member of A.A. with a variety of service commitments ranging from secretary to Intergroup Rep to
General Service Rep I would have to admit how tempting it gets from time to time to attempt to control
certain situations in certain groups, especially when it’s not going the way I think it should. But only by
the grace of God and the spiritual principles of this program am I then able to step back from the situation
and check my motives and only then am I able to spare myself from becoming the “bleeding deacon” of
the group, saving myself from the demoralizing feeling of embarrassment as consequence of my ego and
self centeredness.

I have to believe that God flows through the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous and even though our
interpretations of God may vary, I strongly believe that He works in our groups as a whole by giving the
groups our necessary strength, tolerance, compassion, open mindedness, willingness, and
honesty………resulting in the only authority that can maintain the necessary respect that’s required to
keep our groups and A.A. as whole in perfect order and out of the hands of one man or woman. I trust
God as our group’s authority; therefore I will have to trust in the process of “group law” and “majority rule”
as long as the group does not stray from The Traditions which in my opinion are a part of the simple laws
for our society in the rooms of A.A. recovery. This process has been working for 75 years and I don’t see
any reason why it shouldn’t continue to work for lifetime and more.

It is critical that we take on the responsibility to preserve the program of Alcoholics Anonymous for all
generations to follow. Let’s adhere to the spiritual principles of The Traditions without deviation so that
this program remains attractive for those who still need to arrive, such as our children, grandchildren, and
all other future alcoholics looking for recovery. We know this program saves lives, it saved ours!! I thank
God and every member of Alcoholics Anonymous for saving my life and restoring my sanity! May peace
be with you!

Special thanks to my Palm Desert Fellowship sobriety brothers and sisters, you know who you are and to
my sponsor Bill B. and all of the “old timers” in my life. You are all a true gift of my sobriety.

Big Rob,
Sunday Night Rebel Group, Palm Desert
Monday Night Jay Walkers Men’s Stag, Palm Desert
Tues Night Men’s Stag, Palm Desert
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