
Central Intergroup
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35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

May 2011

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Integrity - adherence to moral and ethical
principles; soundness of moral character; honesty; a
sound, unimpaired, or perfect condition.

Step
Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to

another human being the exact
nature of our wrongs.

Tradition
Each group has but one primary

purpose-to carry its message
to the alcoholic who still suffers.

Concept
Throughout our structure, a
traditional Right of Appeal

ought to prevail, so that minority o
pinion will be heard and

personal grievances receive
careful consideration.
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Central Office Activity
for February

Meeting Info 174
12 Step Calls 6
Visitors 65
Literature Sales 185
Al-Anon 2
Other 12 Step 13
Misc. 42
Business 28

Answering
Service
12 Step 3
Meeting Info 21
Other 1
TOTAL: 541

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.
Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,

Cathedral City, CA 92234.
E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: Paul R

Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: open

Directors
Brian C
Carole C
Jack K

SherAli J
Toni T

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Brianna D 1
Crystal 1
Craig F 1
Karen 1
Patti 1
Patricia 2
Paul G 7
Roxanne 7
Kathy G 11
Paul K 13
Al 19
John E 27
Tony C 28
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March Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Abe
Ann T
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dennis H
Diane D
Emil M

Gayle G
Gene S
Jennifer D
Jerry G
Jerry M
Jimmy Who

Jo Ann M
Madeleine R
Martin McM
Pat W

Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M
Phillip F
Sherri E
Steve P
Tim S
Tracy M
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Book of the month

As Bill Sees It
Large Print Edition

Normally $8.50 - this month $7.50
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, May 2011

May Puzzle
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Step Five

Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being
the exact nature of our wrongs.

The instructions for Step 5 are found in the chapter in the Big Book..."In to Action", beginning on page 72,
sentence 5. It starts: "This requires action on our part, which, when completed, will mean that we have
admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being, the exact nature of our defects.

The first instruction for taking Step 5 is that it requires action---of us!

Alcoholics Anonymous is not a self help program. Step 5 is a method by which we may gain access to
God's/Higher Power's help. The Higher Power removes those defects of character that we have admitted
block usefulness to God and to our fellows. We must willingly participate in this process if we are to realize
its benefits. By taking the 5th Step, we place ourselves in the best position to receive God's help.---recall
this line from the Big Book: p. 72 paragraph #5. "But they had not learned enough of humility, fearlessness
and honesty, in the sense we find it necessary, until they told someone else-ALL- their life story".

The authors are being polite and trying to avoid making judgments of us. Let us not fool ourselves into
believing that they are referring to someone else. Cross out the word "they", and replace it with "I". We
need to learn the benefits of this way of life firsthand. We need to have our own spiritual experiences.
Practicing Step 5 enables us to directly experience this spiritually based way of life and reap its
benefits. We can choose a friend, trusted advisor, priest...or anyone we have faith in...so long as we are
fully open to the best of our ability at the time we our Step 5. This Step is truly another archway to the full
freedom possible as we work through the 12 Steps in our Alcoholics Anonymous program.

Jack K
Living Sober, Joshua Tree

Concept Five

Throughout our structure, a traditional Right of Appeal ought to prevail, so that minority opinion will be
heard and personal grievances receive careful consideration.

When I first read concept 5, it sounded like the door was wide open for all of the complaints of all alcoholics
in the rooms of A.A. After reading the few pages that explains the concept, I understood that the Rights of
“Appeal” and “Petition” are regarding the bigger picture of world service. In performing the group’s duty of
carrying the message to the alcoholic who still suffers, a group or an individual may, and in some cases
should, file a minority report when they believe that a decision could seriously affect A.A. as a whole. Thus
the Twelve Steps, the Twelve Traditions, and the Conference Charter will remain as effective and valuable
as has been experienced since the establishment of the General Service Conference.

Toni T
Palm Desert

I've just never heard anyone share that they had a problem that they spent a lot of time worrying over
and that the worrying had really helped solve the problem.

———————————————————————————————————————————————-
Profanity is not a sign of spiritual progress.
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Unique visitors: 2,223

Avg. visits/day: 138.04

Avg. hits/day: 6,691

Highest # of visits in a day: 199

Highest # of hits in one day: 6,6,691

Total visits: 3,865

Visits per visitor 1.73

Total hits: 144,539

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

5/6 - Thomas D - Venice
5/13 - Grace A - Tustin
5/20 - Jennifer H - Ontario
5/27 - Bob Q - Palm Springs

February Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

Time Changes:
Palm Springs, Illness IN Sobriety, Sunny Dunes 5th
Tradition Group, 1555 S Palm Canyon DR, Thu @ 5:00 PM
Palm Springs, Promises, AA Attitude Adjustment, 550 S
Palm Canyon Dr, B105, Mon @ 7 PM

Cancelled meetings:
Cathedral City, Book Study, Perez Plaza, 68845 Perez
Road, Sat @ 10:00 AM
Palm Springs, Young At Heart, AA Attitude Adjustment,
550 S Palm Canyon Dr, B105, Tue @ 8:15 PM

Desert Lifeline, May 2011

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

5/7 - Linda A - Yucca Valley
5/14 - Bob S - Yucca Valley
5/21 - Jamie S - Desert Hot Springs
5/28 - David H - Palm Springs

Check It out!

We have a version of the meeting directory available
for your cell phone.

Go to http://m.aainthedesert.org and give it a try!
This is a BETA (trial) release of the software.

Please direct all comments to
manager@aainthedesert.org.

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

5/7 - Jackie B - Covina
5/14 - Jan M - Palm Desert
5/21 - Madeleine R - Indian Wells
5/28 - Paul G - Palm Desert

I know I have a resentment (and it's time to talk with
my sponsor) when I'm having a heated argument ---

and I'm the only one in the car.

————————————————————————

Sometimes I forget that when I got to Alcoholics
Anonymous I was desperate and willing to go to any
lengths. But now, in the gray between "this is normal"

and "it'll get better," I sometimes forget that what
worked THEN will work NOW, if I am willing.

Sponsee: I'm reading this book that suggests
that we each try to do 100 random acts of
kindness each day.
Sponsor: That's a good thought, but I'm
guessing you can get start by trying to get at
least three in each day!
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April Puzzle Solution
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Save The Date - Save The Date - Save The Date - Save The Date

Unity Day Picnic
Sunday, July 17th
Hurkey Creek Park

11AM—3PM
Tickets available at meetings and Central Office

Heard in a meeting . . . A long-timer shared that she had prayed for something and God had
answered her prayer. Someone in the meeting asked her how she knew it was God

that answered her prayer and the long-timer replied, "Because I didn't ask anyone else!"
——————————————————————————————————————————————-

Heard from someone coming back from a slip: "Life got too good and
it all started with - 'I think I'll skip the meeting tonight!' "
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http://www.desertpowwow.com
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Tradition Five

Each group has but one primary purpose-
to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.

As in all our traditions, tradition five is an important guideline to follow. I feel this tradition should be looked
at and practiced closely because it hits every AA group so personally and can be glaring if missing from our
meetings. I’ve been to meetings that could be mistaken for group therapy, meetings that have business
meetings that eat up time that could be used to carry AA’s message, meetings where I don’t hear a single
word about our steps or God.

As an individual who has recovered by experiencing the 12 steps and now apply them to my life on a daily
basis, I take it as me putting the 12th step into action and my duty to carry information on the steps, how
they formed a relationship with me and my Higher Power, and information out of the Big Book into every
meeting I attend. I have to let others know exactly how I recovered from that “seemingly hopeless state”
that they are currently in. I want to hear exactly how other men are living life today based on spiritual
principles so I know how to keep moving forward in life with happiness!

Without our “book“, I wouldn’t have much of a message or a solution. All I would have is your opinion and
my opinion. For me, I need something solid to grasp or I’m a gonner! It’s ok to have my opinion, but I’d
rather share about the book Alcoholics Anonymous, because its message actually works. It’s my job now.

Garrett D
Just the Black Print Big Book Study, Palm Desert

A member talking about their sponsor and the reminder that was given ………

"When I keep a commitment, it is integrity in action."

Integrity is one of those principles that I learn from putting the Steps and Traditions into practice
in my life . . . keeping a commitment (with my group, my sponsees, my job, my family)

is part of practicing these principles in all my affairs . . .

Who knew these things? (oh, my sponsor!!! :-)
——————————————————————————————————————————————-

Sponsor to Sponsee: "It is NOT your job to solve all of the problems of the world,
or even the problems of which you are aware. Your job is to do your part and then let go."

——————————————————————————————————————————————-
Sponsee: "How many really great AA speakers do you think there are?"

Sponsor: "I really don't know, but I'm guessing that it's at least one LESS than you think!"
——————————————————————————————————————————————-

Sponsee: What do they mean, 'stick with the winners'? How do I know who the 'winners' are?

Sponsor: My sponsor explained it to me this way . . . 'getting sober is like waking up in a mine field.
Follow the folks that don't blow up.'

——————————————————————————————————————————————-
"This second tradition was a real challenge for me. I had always been the ultimate authority on everything -

-- just ask me! Actually, most times you didn't have to ask me, I'd just tell you!"
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Central Intergroup of the Desert
General Monthly Meeting Minutes

March 3, 2011
1. Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Central Intergroup of the Desert was called to order at 7:00 PM at Central
Office by Ben P. with the Serenity Prayer.
Directors: Chairperson Ben P.

Vice-Chairperson Paul R. (absent)
Secretary Kathy R.
Treasurer (open position)
Board Members Brian C. (absent); Carole C.; SherAli J.; Jack K.; Toni T.

2. Statement of Purpose
The reason for Central Intergroup Office of the Desert was read by Ben P. The Twelve Traditions long form
was passed around the room and read by various members.

3. Introduction of Attendees
34 members attended representing groups from throughout the Coachella Valley. Sign in sheet at front door
keeps record of member attendance. The following new representatives were introduced:

a. Evelina, Chip Meeting, Tuesday 7:30PM, ABC Club, Indio

Also present: Jim K., Central Office Manager

4. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the February 3, 2011, meeting were read by Kathy R. Upon motion duly made and seconded,
the minutes were approved as read.

5. Treasurer Report
The treasurer’s report for period ending January 31, 2011 was presented by Ben P. Upon motion duly made
and seconded, the report was approved as read.

6. Central Office Manager Report
a. Thanks to Mary C. for Step 3, Keith F. for Tradition 3 and Jack K. for Concept 3. Volunteers for Step 4:

Rob, Tradition 4: Toni T., and Concept 4: Evelina. These need to be submitted to Central Office
(preferably via e-mail) by March 11, 2011.

b. Book of the Month is Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions (soft cover); normally $7.00 now $6.25;
available at Central Office.

c. Lifeline via email: So far 303 people have signed up. You can go to our web site,
www.aainthedesert.org and follow the sign up link. Central Office continues to reduce the number of
copies made but still spend $100 per month in copying costs to generate the Lifeline. Please notify Jim
K. if your group continues to have leftover copies so that he can reduce the number made each month.

d. Volunteers needed at Central Office; call Jim K.
i. Wednesdays (3rd & 4th) 9 AM – 1 PM
ii. Wednesdays(All) 1 PM – 5 PM
iii. Fridays (every other) 5 PM – 8 PM

e. 12 Step volunteers needed to service the Yucca Valley area.
f. Central Office provides literature sales at all the local conventions.

7. Events
a. Gratitude Dinner

i. Toni T. reported that the committee is finalizing the details on a new location (Xavier Prep
gymnasium); It’s bigger and better; located North of I-10 at Cook Street.

ii. Brian is working on the budget for the board to review this month.
b. Secretary workshop: Sun, Mar 20 th, 1:30 – 3:30 pm; call Central Office to sign-up; space is limited.
c. Central Office Open House: Sun, Mar 27 th 1–3 PM; please come by for refreshments and fellowship.
d. Unity Day Picnic: Planning meeting: Sun, Mar 6 th 3 PM at Civic Center Park, PD (by volleyball courts).
e. MAAD Dog Daze (Aug 5-7): Planning meetings on the last Sunday of the month at Fellowship Hall.
f. Pow Wow (Jun 9-12): Registration is sluggish; it supports Central Office with a large donation each

year; please fill out the “volunteer” section with your registration if you would like to be of service.
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Sober in the Sun
LGBT AA Conference

With Al-Anon Participation

May 5th – 8th, 2011
Palm Springs, CA

Visit our website for more information
www.soberinthesun.net

g. Women’s Banquet (Mar 13): Hostesses needed; see Kathy after the meeting.
h. Sober in the Sun (May 5-8): Hotel Zoso, Palm Springs

8. Outreach Committee
a. No committee chair; if anyone is interested in this position, see Ben P; Brian C. will assist new

Chairperson with transition; responsibilities include promoting Central Office to meetings without
representation, traveling 12-steppers, faithful fivers, and other programs to increase group participation
in utilizing and supporting Central Office.

9. Old Business - None

10. New Business
a. Mike B. resigned as Board member and Treasurer. If anyone is interested, see Ben P. The position

requires a good understanding of financial planning and analysis, P&L, cash flow, etc.

11. Group Representatives Comments and/or Concerns - None

12. Reports
a. H&I – Representative not present
b. General Service, District 9 – Gay H.

i. Attended the Mid SoCal General Service Meeting Feb 13 th including a forum on Public
Information.

ii. www.msca09aa.org for more information about General Service or come to the monthly meeting
at Fellowship Hall on the third Sunday of each month at 4 PM.

c. SOCALYPAA – John McC.
i. Ice Cream Social: Mar 13th, 9 PM, Fellowship Hall.

13. Seventh Tradition Basket Passed

14. Adjournment
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM followed by The Lord’s Prayer
led by Carlos.

Next Board Meeting: March 17, 2011 @ 6:30 pm

Next Intergroup Meeting: April 7, 2011 @ 7:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathy R.
Secretary


