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760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851
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Intergroup Meeting
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Board of Directors Meeting
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6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

June 2011

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Willingness - disposed or consenting; inclined;
cheerfully consenting or ready;

Step
Were entirely ready to have God remove

all these defects of character.

Tradition
An A.A. group ought never endorse,
finance, or lend the A.A. name to any

related facility or outside enterprise, lest
problems of money, property, and prestige

divert us from our primary purpose.

Concept
The Conference recognizes that the chief
initiative and active responsibility in most

world service matters should be exercised
by the trustee members of the Conference

acting as the General Service Board.
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Central Office Activity
for April

Meeting Info 170
12 Step Calls 6
Visitors 84
Literature Sales 155
Al-Anon 10
Other 12 Step 4
Misc. 44
Business 60

Answering
Service
12 Step 4
Meeting Info 22
Other 0
TOTAL: 559

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: Paul R

Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: open

Directors
Brian C
Carole C
Jack K

SherAli J
Toni T

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Dawn Y 1
Helen H 2
Lindsey 2
Melissa 2
George 3
Jack 3
Wes 4
Dillon 5
Lynda B 5
Ed 6
Breanne 8
Zenny H 12
Simon 17
Andy 20
Dixie 20

Pam S 20
Mike 25
Dallas Ann E 27

Greg 29
Annette G 30
Harvey 36
Brian J 39
Bernie 43
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April Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Abe
Ann T
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dennis H
Diane D
Don V

Emil M
Gene S
Greg V
Jennifer D
Jerry G

Jerry M
Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
Madeleine R
Martin McM

Pat W
Patrick L
Paul A
Peggy M
Sherri E
Steve P
Tim S
Tracy M
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Book of the month

Daily Reflections

Normally $8.25 - this month $7.25
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, June 2011

June Puzzle
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Step Six

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

The Big Book states:

"Returning home we find a place where we can be quiet for an hour, carefully reviewing what we have
done. We thank God from the bottom of our heart that we know Him better. Taking this book down from our
shelf we turn to the page which contains the twelve steps. Carefully reading the first five proposals we ask
if we have omitted anything, for we are building an arch through which we shall walk a free man at last. Is
our work solid so far? Are the stones properly in place? Have we skimped on the cement put into the
foundation? Have we tried to make mortar without sand?

If we can answer to our satisfaction, we then look at Step Six. "We have emphasized willingness as being
indispensable. Are we now ready to let God remove from us all the things which we have admitted are
objectionable? Can He now take them all- every one? If we still cling to something we will not let go, we
ask God to help us be willing."

Simply put, are we entirely ready and willing to change? After all, nothing changes if nothing changes, and
if we remain the same person with the same character defects, chances of us staying sober are slim. If we
want to be happy, joyous and free then we must be willing to change that which makes us the opposite. It’s
important to point out here, that we don't change by our own will; it’s with the help of relying on a Higher
Power that we are successful in this step.

The 12 & 12 says step six separates the men from the boys. The point is that by now you have done a lot
of work and have face the truth about you. At this point we try to strip away the old character for a new one.
This is a lifetime process; occasionally the old character will emerge and will have to be dealt with. It is part
of the process of continuously working these steps in our everyday lives. We seek progress, not perfection!

Carole C
Wednesday Night Women’s Discussion, PDCC Rec Hall, Palm Desert

Tradition Six

An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance, or lend the A.A. name to
any related facility or outside enterprise, lest problems of money,

property, and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.

We in Alcoholics Anonymous must constantly remind ourselves that we can’t be all things to all men.
Because we have found an answer to the alcohol problem, doesn’t mean that we have the answer to a lot
of the other problems of the world. Our focus must remain on our primary purpose – to carry the message
to the alcoholic who still suffers. Whenever we align ourselves with any outside entity we run the risk of
confusing those who may need help as to what we really stand for, as well as what our motives are. As a
program of attraction we let others do the promoting, allowing us to concentrate on helping those who
come to A.A. seeking a solution to their drinking problem.

Ben P
Just The Black Print Big Book Study, Rancho Mirage
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Unique visitors: 2,361

Avg. visits/day: 139.57

Avg. hits/day: 4,658.07

Highest # of visits in a day: 176

Highest # of hits in one day: 7,223

Total visits: 4,187

Visits per visitor 1.77

Total hits: 139,742

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

6/3 - Louri D - Venice
6/10 - Pow Wow / Participation
6/17 - Kyle C - La Quinta
6/24 - Alexandra L - Los Angeles
4/29 - Michael C - Temecula

April Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

New Meetings:
Palm Springs, Step 11 In Action, Sunny Dunes 5th
Tradition Group, 1555 S Palm Canyon DR, Sun @ 3:30 PM,
Speaker/Discussion

Palm Desert, Staying In The Solution, CRC, 43725
Monterey Ave, Mon @ 6:15 PM, Women Discussion

Palm Desert, The Solid Solutions Group, CRC, 43725
Monterey Ave, Tue @ 7:00 PM, Young People

Desert Lifeline, June 2011

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

6/4 - Jamie S - Desert Hot Springs
6/11 - Sheryl E - Yucca Valley
6/18 - Richard M - Morongo Valley
6/25 - Jay R - Desert Hot Springs

Check It out!

We have a version of the meeting directory available
for your cell phone. Go to http://m.aainthedesert.org
and give it a try! This is a BETA (trial) release of the

software. Please direct all comments to
manager@aainthedesert.org.

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

6/4 - Jerry H - Palm Desert
6/11 - Pow Wow / Participation
6/18 - Jack - La Quinta
6/25 - Raquel D - Covina

A BIG Thank You to Sober In The Sun
for your kind donation to Central Office.
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May Puzzle Solution
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Save The Date - Save The Date - Save The Date - Save The Date

Unity Day Picnic
Sunday, July 17th
Hurkey Creek Park

11AM—3PM
Tickets available at meetings and Central Office

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email
each month?? Well…… now you can. Just go to the Central Office web site,

www.aainthedesert.org, and follow the link to sign up! It’s just that easy!!
And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!!
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http://www.desertpowwow.com
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Concept Six

Short Form
The Conference recognizes that the chief initiative and active responsibility
in most world service matters should be exercised by the trustee members

of the Conference acting as the General Service Board.

Long Form
"On behalf of A.A. as a whole, our General Service Conference has the principal responsibility for the maintenance

of out world services, and it traditionally has the final decision respecting large matters of general policy and finance.
But the Conference also recognizes that the chief initiative and the active responsibility in most of these matters
should be exercised primarily by the Trustee members of the Conference when they act among themselves as the
general Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous".

We have seen that the "final responsibility and ultimate authority' for A.A.'s service activities rest with the A.A.
groups (Concept 1), but to carry out this responsibility they must delegate to the Conference (Concept 2)). The
Conference, in turn, must delegate administrative authority to the General Service Board of Trustees. Again, it is
helpful if you are familiar with both the Conference Charter and the Bylaws of the General Service Board to
understand this relationship and the freedom of action that the trustees must have.

The trustees have the legal and practical responsibility for the operation of A.A. World Services, Inc. (which embraces
A.A. publishing as well as the General Services Office) and of the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. These entities have a
combined cash flow of many millions of dollars annually. The trustees are also responsible for A.A.'s public
information activities. They are the guardians of the Twelve Traditions. They are responsible for carrying the A.A.
message to other countries around the world. They are A.A.'s "bankers", overseeing the financial operations and
investing A.A.'s substantial Reserve Fund. (Read the text of Concept XI for a more detailed account of their
functions.)

Bill makes the point that although "our objective is always a spiritual one," nevertheless our world service is a "large
business operation," "Indeed," he says, "our whole service structure resembles that of a large corporation. The A.A.
groups are the stockholders, the delegates represent them, like proxy holders, at the annual meeting; the General
Service Board Trustees are actually the directors of a 'holding company,' And this holding company (the General
Service Board) actually owns and controls the two 'subsidiaries' (A.A.W.S. and the A.A. Grapevine) which carry on
the . . . services.

"This very real analogy makes it . . . . clear that, like any other board of directors, our trustees must be given large
powers if they are to manage the . . . affairs of Alcoholics Anonymous."

Jack K
Living Sober, Joshua Tree

Here's a perspective from my sponsor that I sometimes wish I hadn't heard. I start my day with prayer. I ask
God to show me through the day how I can be of service. I pray for acceptance of God's will in my life.
Then I go through my day. And then I complain about what's happening in my day. Now how does that
make sense?
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

A pessimist sees the glass as half empty ---
An optimist sees the glass as half full ---

An economist sees the glass as too large ---
An alcoholic sees the glass as pointless!
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Central Intergroup of the Desert
General Monthly Meeting Minutes

April 7, 2011
1. Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Central Intergroup of the Desert was called to order at 7:00 PM at
Central Office by Ben P. with the Serenity Prayer.
Directors: Chairperson Ben P.

Vice-Chairperson Paul R. (absent)
Secretary Kathy R. (absent)
Treasurer (open position)
Board Members Brian C.; Carole C.; SherAli J.; Jack K.; Toni T.

2. Statement of Purpose
The reason for Central Office was read by Ben P. The Twelve Traditions long form was passed around the
rooms and read by various members.

3. Introduction of Attendees
30 members attended representing groups from throughout the Coachella Valley. Sign in sheet at front
door keeps record of member attendance. The following new representatives were introduced:

a. Jason, Big Book Meeting, Thursday 6:30PM, Alano Club, Yucca Valley
b. Carol, Step Sisters Meeting, Monday 6:30PM, Sacred Heart Church, Palm Desert

Also present: Jim K., Central Office Manager

4. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the March 3, 2011 meeting were read by Ben P. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the
minutes were approved as read.

5. Treasurer Report
The treasurer’s report for period ending February 28, 2011 was presented by Ben P. Upon motion duly
made and seconded, the report was approved as read.

6. Central Office Manager Report
a. Thanks to Rob L for Step 4, Toni T for Tradition 4, and Evelina R for concept 4. Volunteers for Step

5- Jack K, Tradition 5- Garrett, Concept 5- Toni T. I need them submitted to Central Office (preferably
via email) no later than close of business April 15 , 2011.

b. Book of the month – this month is Experience, Strength and Hope (stories from the first three editions
that were dropped from the 4th edition). Normally $5.50 – this month $5.00.

c. Lifeline via email: So far 327 people have signed up. You can go to our web site,
www.aainthedesert.org and follow the sign up link. After you enter your name and email address, it is
saved in a database and the current copy of the Lifeline is emailed to you. Watch how many printed
copies of the Lifeline remain unclaimed each month so that we can cut back on printing, save a tree
or two and save some money also.

d. Secretary workshop was held on Sunday March 20 th from 1 – 3:30 PM - Good turnout! Thanks to

Ben, Ginny and Kate for leading the workshop. .

e. Open House was held at Central Office on Sunday March 27 th. Not very many people came – only 12
– 18. Ben P. represented the board.

f. There is an opening for a volunteer at Central Office – every other Friday evening from 5:00 PM –
8:00 PM.

g. Unity day picnic tickets are available. Please see me after the meeting to get tickets to sell. The
event is Sunday, July 17th at Hurkey Creek. They are seeking donations for the raffle.

h. There is a signup for the literature table at Sober In The Sun. Please take a slot!

i. Every year I attend the Intergroup/Central Office Manager’s seminar. This year we’ll be meeting in

Tucson at the end of September. Through this seminar I found out about TechSoup – a company that
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things like: QuickBooks Pro - $139 - $185 vs $45 at TechSoup, Microsoft Office Professional - $143 -
$279 vs $31 at TechSoup, Norton Internet Security for $6.00.

j. Thank you to the Women’s’ Banquet for their donation of $2,000.
k. Thank you to the Perez Plaza Steering Committee for their donation of $1,620.

6. Events
a. Gratitude Dinner

i. Brian C. reported that we are waiting for date approval on a new location.
ii. Ben P. had information on another location that can be looked into.

b. MAAD Dog Daze (Aug 5-7): Planning meetings on the last Sunday of the month at Fellowship Hall.
c. Pow Wow (Jun 9-12): Registration is starting to pick up; please fill out the “volunteer” section with your

registration if you would like to be of service.
d. Sober in the Sun (May 5-8): Hotel Zoso, Palm Springs

7. Outreach Committee

Open

8. Old Business

9. New Business
a. Paul A. nominated by the board for coordinator of the Outreach committee, and was approved by the

group.
b. Ginny P. nominated by the board to replace the spot opened by the resignation of Mike B. Approved by

the group.
c. Ginny P. nominated by the board for the position of Treasurer. Approved by the board.
d. The May Intergroup meeting will be held on the second Thursday of the month, May 12th, so as to avoid

conflicting with the opening night of Sober in the Sun.

10. Group Representatives Comments and/or Concerns
a. Dick - discussed changing sole purpose in reading to primary purpose and also using the full legal name

of the office.
b. Garrett- ?? handled in business meeting
c. Ben P.- info on general service guides for business meetings- business meetings just for regular

attendees of the meeting
d. SherAli- some groups operate without guidelines. The groups she is in establish guidelines for the group

and the business meetings.
e. Jim K. – groups are autonomous. One group he knows of has the business meeting during the last 15

minutes of the last meeting of the month

11. Reports
a. H&I – Representative not present
b. General Service, District 9 – Representative not present
c. SOCALYPAA – John McC.- No upcoming events.

12. Seventh Tradition Basket Passed

13. Adjournment
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm followed by The Lord’s
Prayer led by Peggy.

Next Board Meeting: April 21, 2011 @ 6:30 pm
Next Intergroup Meeting: May 12, 2011 @ 7:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Toni T.


