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Desert Lifteline

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

@ manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843
Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site: www.aa.org

Step

Humbly asked Him to remove our
shortcomings.

Tradition

Every A.A. group ought to be fully
self-supporting, declining outside
contributions.

Concept

The Charter and Bylaws of the General
Service Board are legal instruments,
empowering the trustees to manage and
conduct world service affairs. The
Conference Charter is not a legal
document; it relies upon tradition and the
A.A. purse for final effectiveness.

Principie seven

Humility - the quality or condition of being not
proud or arrogant; modest opinion or estimate of one's
own importance, rank, etc.
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Central Office Activity

for May Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
_ Board of Directors
Meeting Info 179 _
12 Step Calls 11 _ Chalrr_nan: Ben P
.. Vice Chairman: Paul R
V_'S'tors 58 Treasurer: Ginny P
Literature Sales 155 Secretary: Karen B
Al-Anon 3 Directors
Other 12 Step 9 Brian C
Misc. 41 Carole C
: Jack K
Business 55 SherAli J
Toni T
Answering Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Service Office Manager: Jim K
12 Step 3
Meeting Info 22 Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
Other 1 must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.
TOTAL: 537

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a differencel!

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.
E-mail: manager@ AAinthedesert.org
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David S 1
JCA 1
Rob 1 B’ r
Rob F 1
Robinlynn 1
Pable R 2
Phil U 3
Shawn P 4
Brian G 7
Myra P 11
Clarence O 12
Dale S 12
Missy H 13
Steve P 17
Ira R 22

@OPS

WMlarelh 204]4]
Colt S 25

thday
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We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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May Volunteers at Central Office

AnnT Don V W Pat W
Bill L Gene S @m @aﬁ i Patrick L
Carole C Jerry G Paul A
Colt S Jerry M Jo Ann M Peggy M
Dallas Ann E Jill J Joey W Phillip F
Dave O Jimmy Who Karen B Sherri E
Denice W Madeleine R Steve P
Dennis H Th@mk V@UH W Martin McM Tim S
Diane D aa Tracy M

-

Name:

DESERT LIFELINE \
Subscription Form

Address:

City:

State:

Phone:

Zip code:

Home Group:

Book of the month

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the
DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Pocket Edition, soft cover

|I|
$4 75 Normally $5.50 - this month $4.75 sb:‘s

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions "




Desert Lifeline, July 2011

July Puzzle
1
2
3 4
5 5] 7
8 9
10 15 12 13 14
15 16
17
18
19 20 21
22
23
ACROSS DOWN
1 In the last survey, most AAs attended an 1 Circle and
average of this many meetings per week 2 What Happened to
3 Original company that published the Big 4 Author of "The Keys of the Kingdom"
Book (2 words) 5 Intoxicated
6 Bill's longtime secretary 7 the name of the April Central Office
8 As Sees It fundraiser (2 words)
10 What we can't afford 9 AA received this in 1951 from the
13 it is a phenomenon American Public Health Association
15 soundness of mind 11 36% of AA members are sober over ____
17 In the last AA survey, most alcoholics years
were this 12 Most common occupation amongst AA
19 June conference (2 words) members
21 A View of Alcoholics 14 meeting in print
Anonymous 16 It Happened to
22 August conference (3 words) 18 State where Bill W was born
23 International Convention 2010 location 20 Akron

Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org
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Step Seven

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.

Having made a thorough moral inventory and discovering our defects of character, it would seem that the
next step would be to have a plan to work on them. Just start with a collection of carefully chosen self-
help books. If that had been the case I'm sure that | would have never finished the seventh step. Nor
would | have known where to begin. It would probably be much worse than cleaning out the garage filled
with a lifetime worth of collecting. So we ask our God to do it for us. | don’t mean to make this sound like
“Here God, you do it,” rather, it seems, that only God can do it. And we do ask humbly because we have
discovered that the nature of the things collected are similar to finding things in the garage such as: a
non-working freezer full of meat, boxes full of once fresh fruit, that bag full of dirty diapers that got set
down for a moment long ago, a box half full of old rags that a rat family had lived in for a really long time,
et cetera. Reminds me of the show “Hoarders”, where the workers start to gag with some of the findings. |
know you couldn’t pay me enough to clean out a place like that. Yet we ask our Higher Power to take
away these things that putrefied our lives. If we have done a thorough inventory, | should think that there
could be no other way to ask than humbly, and we begin to discover the depth of the love of our God.

Toni T
10 Step Meeting, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert

Concept Seven

The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal instruments, empowering
the trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Conference Charter is not a
legal document; it relies upon tradition and the A.A. purse for final effectiveness.

The Conference recognizes that the Charter and the Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal
instruments: that the Trustees are thereby fully empowered to manage and conduct all of the world
service affairs of Alcoholics Anonymous. It is further understood that the Conference Charter itself is not
a legal document: that it relies instead upon the force of tradition and the power of the A.A. purse for its
final effectiveness.

At first glance, this concept may seem contradictory. In reality, it is further insurance that the Trustees
and the Conference cooperate in the spirit of Service and Fellowship. Although the Conference has the
“real” power of the traditions and the fellowship behind it, the trustees have the legal and financial power,
bestowed by the conference.

The way | understand this Concept is simply this: Our founders had the foresight to protect the future of
the fellowship by creating a Board of Trustees to handle financial and legal matters, similar to giving the
purse strings and power of attorney to “Mom and Dad”. And there the power rests, unless revoked by the
Conference, i.e. Delegates elected by the general fellowship.

Bills goal, in this and all of our concepts, was to keep AA safe from ANYONE who would try to “break it".
But we are always reminded that the ultimate responsibility and power lies with us, the members.

Brian C
Sunny Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, Palm Springs
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

New Meetings:

Palm Desert, Promises Meeting, CRC, 43725 Monterey

Avenue, Friday @ 8:00 PM, Discussion

Location Change:
Palm Springs, Mixed Nuts has moved to the Golden

Rainbow Center, 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive, Thursday @

5:30 PM

Time Change:

Palm Desert, Big Book Experience, Fellowship Hall, 45940

Portola Avenue now meets Tuesday @ 7:00 PM

Palm Desert, Staying In the Solution, CRC, 43725
Monterey Avenue now meets Monday @ 6:30 PM

Palm Desert, We Are Not Saints, Fellowship Hall, 45940

Portola Ave meets Monday - Friday @ 4:50 AM NOT
4:55 AM

May Website Usage

Unique visitors: 2,118
Avg. visits/day: 125.84
Avg. hits/day: 4,123.29
Highest # of visits in a day: 165
Highest # of hits in one day: 6,133
Total visits: 3,901
Visits per visitor 1.84
Total hits: 127,822

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.
A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one
for each image included on the page, etc.
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vieetin Feas

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

7/2 - Mark W - Desert Hot Springs
7/9 - Kenny M - Sky Valley

7/16 - Dana J - Desert Hot Springs
7/23 - Eileen G - Desert Hot Springs

7/30 - Skye - Palm Desert

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

7/2 - Patrick S - La Quinta
7/9 - Bill B - Palm Desert
7/16 - Glenda G - Glendora
7/23 - Quincey J - Los Angeles
7/30 - Katya A - Los Angeles

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio
Friday Night, 8 p.m.

7/1 - David L - Indio

7/8 - Andy C - Palm Springs
7/15 - Lynn W - Yucaipa

7/22 - Manny V - Oxnard

7/29 - Peter S - Thousand Oaks

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.
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June Puzzle Solution
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Want to get the Desert
Lifeline delivered directly
to you via email each
month??

Well...... now you can.
Just go to the Central
Office web site,
www.aainthedesert.org,
and follow the link to sign
up! It's just that easy!!

And ........ It's
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Tradition Seven

Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.

The seventh tradition is the first one every newcomer learns. It means: Put a dollar in the basket. How
can one ignore it? It happens at every meeting. “Itis now time to observe the seventh tradition...” the
leader says. Like everything in AA, there is more to it than just that. Self-supporting alcoholics might
seem like an oxymoron to outsiders or newcomers. After all, many of us have sponged off others before
we found AA. But the contribution made is the AA solution in action, every day, at every meeting. Itis a
demonstration of the newly or long time sober member being accountable for the continuance of the AA
message, mission and availability for all. Usually it is the newcomers very first demonstration of
accountability. As with every journey, the first step (being responsible) is the most important.

Observing this tradition insures that AA is not beholden to any outside entity, allowing us to help each
other stay sober and help others to achieve sobriety. So let’s all put $2 in the basket each time, in
gratitude for our new way of life.

Rob L
Serenity Group, Cinemas Palme D'Or, Palm Desert
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o Unity Day Picnic
R
/

R
U%\"\B\ Sunday, July 17th
L oy, SO Hurkey Creek Park
A

10AM—3PM
Food - 11:00AM - 1:00 PM
Raffle - 12:30 PM
Meeting - 1:00 PM

Overnight camping available at Lake Hemet.

1 Hurkey Creek Park
56375 Highway 74
Mountain Center, CA

Tickets available at meetings and Central Office

Volleyball Tournament Horseshoe Tournament Pie Eating Contest
Tug Of War Flag Football Many, many more activities
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37th Annual Ninth District Convention
For General Information:

info@maaddogdaze.org
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With Al-Anon & SOCALYPAA Participation

“WE WiLL Know PEACE”

Friday, August 5th through Sunday, August 7th, 2011 Remen R,

The Doral Desert Princess Resort
67967 Vista Chino, Cathedral City, CA 92234
Reservations: 1-(888) FUN-IN-PS

Intersiate 10

Vista Chino

Highway 111

Gm
Monteray
Cook §t,

( Washington /
li

From Interstate 10, take Date Palm Dr. Exit to
Vista Chino & tum right on Vista China, Vista Chino to the
Comner of Landau & Vista Chino, Doral Hotel is on W carner,

Golf Tournament : . e
' Accommeodations Friday Night A A/ Al-Anon .
Saturday, Aug 6th "“"*‘_l Desert Panel Luncheon Banquet Dinner
7:00 AM Princess Aue. 5th-6:00 PM Saturday. Aug. 6th Saturday, Aug 6th
Green Fees, Cart. & Lunch Resort = 11:30 AM 6:00 PM
$50.00 £94 Rate per night sk yi - . Reoistrati i1 be it=Dow I:j' 3
Deadline 727/11 P el ot D Friday Night Opening Registration must be Sit-Down Dinner
Desert Princess ; };U[L“d;;m : Meeting Received by July 27th Registration must be
Golf Course AT R Aug.5th -7:30 PM {No Tickets Sold at the Received by July 27th
ljlﬂzzlglsg?;lé\?-;;h = Door) {No Dinner Tickets
-888-386-46 Y ; = :
Be sure to ask for Dance to Follow $29.00 S 2141{;16(1)00[}
Maad Dog Daze Rate (Great DI!) Family Meeting o el bk
Shoteun Start. Best Ball R ff T > 12:00 PM (Live Band to follow)
Deadline: July 7, 2011
Seramble, No onsite N R
registration

“You'd have to be a
Maad Dog in a Daze to go

to the desert in August.”

Speaker Meetings
Step Study/Workshop
Mini Meetings — Stag Meetings
SOCALYPAA Participation
(Young People)

The bad news is there is no key.
The good news is there is no door.

Sponsor to Sponsee: If you are looking for the key to a relationship with God, | have some good news and
some bad news.

I listen to folks talk about going through the steps once and then staying sober on 10, 11, and 12.

My experience has been that more has been revealed so I'm grateful that in the time that I've been sober,
I've been taught to be a step taker rather than a step tooker.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AA CONVENTION SOCALYPAAS 4 : PRESENT
SOCALYPAA3& HAYPAA PRESEN
WITH AL-ANON PARTICIPATION

HOT DOGS, SAUSAGES, AND OTHER VARIOUS WEENIE SHAPED ROASTABLES, COLD BEVERAGES,
septeMber 3°th' thru OCtOber gnd' 201 1 SNACKS, VOLLEYBALL, SPADES, END OF SUMMER FAREWELLS, FUN TIMES & FRIENDLY PEEPS
Hul?
FESTIVITIES 3-6pm SPEAKER MEETING &-7pm
We’ll be waiting for
e, PALM DESERT CIVIC CENTER PARK Mate Tudo
The Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa 73-510 FRED WARING DRIVE PALM DESERT, CA92260  WWW socmpm%#w
Rancho Mirage, California (Palm Springs)

Sober in the Sun 2012 Logo Contest

Like to see your work in print? Be the next graphics superstar and submit your designs for this year’s
logo contest. Winner receives free registration, banquet, t-shirt and coffee mug!

Specifications:

1. The logo must include a representative of one (1) or more palm trees, the sun and mountains, the
name “Sober in the Sun ”, the current convention year “2012”, the theme “25 Years One Day At A
Time” and the website address “soberinthesun.net”.

2. Design must fit within the shape of a square.

3. Logo may be composed of any three (3) PMS colors.

4. Please specify your colors.

5. Submit as a vector-art file such as Adobe Acrobat (.pdf) Adobe lllustrator (.ai) or mail as printed full-
color image (“8 %2 x 117).

6. You may submit more than one entry and you are encouraged to do so.

7. Submit digital entries online to: secretary@soberinthesun.net

8. Mail to: SITS Logo Contest, PO Box 4584, Palm Springs, Ca 92263-4584.

9. Be sure to include your first and last name, address & telephone number.

Deadline for entries is July 30, 2011.
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Central Intergroup of the Desert
General Monthly Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2011
1. Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Central Intergroup of the Desert was called to order at
7:00 PM at Central Office by Ben P. with the Serenity Prayer.

Directors: Chairperson Ben P.
Vice-Chairperson Paul R.
Secretary open
Treasurer Ginny P.
Board Members Brian C.(absent); Carole C.; SherAli J.; Jack K_;
Toni T.

2. Statement of Purpose
The reason for Central Office was read by Ben P. The Twelve Traditions long form was

passed around the room and read by various members.

3. Introduction of Attendees
Sign in sheet at front door keeps record of member attendance. The following new
representatives were introduced:
a. Dusty, Cornfield Group - Friday 7:00 PM, Council Chambers, Palm Springs
b. Cheryl, Staying in the Solution, Monday 6:15 PM, College of the Desert CRC, Palm
Desert

Also present: Jim K., Central Office Manager

4. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the April 7, 2011 meeting were read by Toni T. Upon motion duly made and
seconded, the minutes were approved as read.

5. Treasurer Report
The treasurer’s report for period ending March 31, 2011 was presented by Ginny P. Upon
motion duly made and seconded, the report was approved as read.

6. Central Office Manager Report — Jim K

a. Book of the month is As Bill Sees It — Large Print Edition. Normally $8.50, this month
$7.50

b. Need volunteers for the literature table at the Desert Pow Wow

c. 351 people have signed up to receive the Desert Lifeline via email. Spread the word to
sign up at www.aainthedesert.org in order to save on printing costs and save some trees.

d. Central Office has an opening for a volunteer every Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM -
1:00 PM.

e. Unity Day Picnic tickets are available. The event is Sunday, July 17t at Hurkey Creek.
They are seeking donations for the raffle.

f. Thanks to Sober in the Sun for their donation from the 7t Tradition of $836.98.

Sponsee: "God is working too slowly!"

Sponsor: "God is old. He's slow. Get used to it. If you were that old, you'd be slow, too."

When | was still drinking, | constantly had this odd feeling. It was a weird sense of impending doom.

| eventually found out what was causing it. It was impending doom.
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7. Events

a. Gratitude Dinner
i. Brian C. still waiting for date approval on a new location.
ii. Still looking for an alternate location just in case date not approved.

b. MAAD Dog Daze (Aug 5-7): Planning meetings on the last Sunday of the month at
Fellowship Hall.

c. Pow Wow (Jun 9-12): Registration is starting to pick up; please fill out the “volunteer”
section with your registration if you would like to be of service.

8. Outreach Committee
Paul A. — Nothing to report as Brian C. is out of town.
9. Old Business — Nothing to report

10. New Business

a. Proposal to change verbiage of by-laws stating that the Office Manager will be a voting
member of the Board to be taken back to the groups to vote on. Representatives of 2
groups will only get one vote

b. The change will bring the number of Board Members to 10 with a quorum of 6. Ben P.
will vote in case of a tie.

c. Letters from the Central Intergroup Office will be sent out to Perez Plaza, the Women'’s
Banquet and Sober in the Sun for their generous contributions.

d. MAAD Dog Daze planning day will be on May 22nd at 4:00 PM at Fellowship Hall.

11. Group Representatives Comments and/or Concerns - No comments or concerns

12. Reports
a. H&I - Representative not present.
b. General Service, District 9 — Representative not present.
c. SOCALYPAA - Representative not present.

13. Seventh Tradition Basket Passed

14. Adjournment
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM followed by
The Lord’s Prayer.

Next Board Meeting: May 19, 2011 @ 6:30 pm
Next Intergroup Meeting: June 2, 2011 @ 7:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Carole C.

I've just realized that I'm bi-lingual. I've spoken English my whole life . . .
but for the past 22 years, I've been learning the Language of the Heart. Still learning!

Sponsee: "She called me a smug sanctimonious bitch!"

Sponsor: "l don't think you're sanctimonious."

"...and to think that my very life today is because of the pay phone in the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel!"
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