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A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

@ manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843
Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site: www.aa.org

Step

Made a list of all persons we had
harmed, and became willing to make
amends to them all.

Tradition

Alcoholics Anonymous should remain
forever nonprofessional, but our
service centers may employ
special workers.

Concept

The trustees are the principal
planners and administrators of
over-all policy and finance. They
have custodial oversight of the
separately incorporated and
constantly active services,
exercising this through their
ability to elect all the directors
of these entities.

Principle Eight

1 - Brotherly Love
2 - Reflection




Desert Lifeline, August 2011

Central Office Activity _
for June Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
. Board of Directors
Meeting Info 167 _
12 Step Calls 7 _ Chalrr_nan: Ben P
.. Vice Chairman: Paul R
V_'S'tors 111 Treasurer: Ginny P
Literature Sales 185 Secretary: Karen B
Al-Anon 2 Directors
Other 12 Step 4 Brian C
Misc. 42 lero;l(eKC
. ac
Business 49 SherAli J
Toni T
Answering Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Service Office Manager: Jim K
12 Step 5
Meeting Info 18 Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
Other 0 must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.
TOTAL: 590 Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
i 35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Thanks to all who_are of service. Cathedral City, CA 92234,

It makes a difference! E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org
Heather G 1 Ha PPY Dion S 1
Candy 2 . Frank H 1
Laurie 4 ) Floyd R 4
Homer A 5 ' Beverly L 5
Teryn 7 Dt_Jane H 10
Patty 8 M!chael A 11
Scott B 10 M_lchelle W 11
Teresa M 15 Nicole V 11
Gary P 17 Betsy S 15
Willie Mac 17 Ginny P 37
Adam W 18 Harry B 40
Albert 21 _ _
Tom O 40 We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their

contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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June Volunteers at Central Office

AnnT Paul A
Bill L Jill J Tﬁﬂ@mk y@aﬁ g‘g Peggy M
Carole C Jimmy Who Phillip F
Dallas Ann E JoAnn M Renate S
Dave O Karen B Madeleine R Sherri E
Dennis H Maureen A Steve P
Diane D W Pat W Tim S
Don V Patrick L Tracy M
Tk You I
/ DESERT L IEEL INE \ Please mail the Subscription
subscription fee of $20 to the
Name: address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Addr ess: Central Intergroup Office.
City: Don't miss an issue, have the
Sate - Zipcude DESERT LIFELINE
Phone;
delivered to your mail
Home Group:

box each month.
o J

||| " Book of the month
|I| Living Sober |

|
::: $3.75 Normally $4.25 - this month $3.75 :‘6 |
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August Puzzle
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Honesty, unselfishness, purity and love
Career Bill thought he'd try when he got out
of the war

Bill and Lois moved here after the stock
market crash

I Am . The Hand of AA
Bridging The

of Bill
What Happened To

of Long-Term Sobriety
Jack Article about A A,
In Our Words: Stories of Young AAs in

Recovery

Home Group: of AA
Language of the

Our is self-centered, ego-centric
Sure Beats In A Cell

3 Thank You for
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- 60 Yrs of Letters
to the AA Grapevine

The 3rd Step prayer doesn't have it but the
7th Step prayer does

Alcohaolics are like men who have lost these
what trusted servants don't do
Problems Other Than

Questions & Answers on

It Happened To

AA’'s very essence

Spiritual Awakenings -

Spirit

Emotional Sobriety: The Next

A Member's ___ View of A A.

AA Around the World: Aventures in
prior to investigation

Beginners' Book: Getting and
Sober in AA

of the

Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org
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Step Eight

Made a list of all persons we had harmed,
and became willing to make amends to them all.

| left my sponsors house after reading her my inventory and went home to open the big book to find and
fallow the instructions for six and seven. After a couple of contemplative hours and really getting in touch
with this new found God face to face, | emerge and am now on steps eight and nine. The “cleaning
house” steps | have my list it was from step four. | was not directed to look at the list and become willing
to make amends to all on the list. The list was too long the offenses too terrifying and the task was too
daunting. | was simply asked to pick one and write on what | would say to this person. Then | was to read
that to my sponsor she would overhaul it and really teach me what an amends was, what was my part.
Then to pray for that person. Then | went, face to face and carry out nine. | was to repeat this with each
person and was told that my only job was to be in that list and working on that list each and every day.
Which | did.

| was to come upon a few amends that | could not summon the willingness to make. | prayed and prayed
and willingness did not come. | read further in the book and | saw where it talked about what happened to
those who failed to thoroughly clean house.... THEY DRANK!! It was through the acceptance of that stark
fact as truth and my sponsor who lead me to the edge of a cliff and said “there is a God and he has a
plan, and it is good...now jump!” | grew the wings to soar. The weight of cowardly shame built by years of
destructive drinking would dissolve within weeks and | would feel the magic of this program and the faith
and courage to look my fellows in the eye. | would stand shoulder to shoulder with those around me. |
was finally on my way to joining the human race.

Omie B
Study For Sanity, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert

Gratitude Dinner 2011

New Location and New, Exciting, Delicious Menu

Sunday, November 13, 2011 o P
4:00 PM - 7:30 PM & \}{%\
Xavier Prep Gymnasium LBV
W il \ \)
34-200 Cook Street, Palm Desert

2

2

Speaker: Steve A from Los Angeles

To get involved, email GratitudeDinner@aainthedesert.org.
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

Meeting Code Change:

Yucca Valley, Joyful Awakening, 56020 Santa Fe Trail is
now a Spanish Speaking meeting

Time Change:

Palm Springs, Step 11 in Action, Sunny Dunes Fifth
Tradition Group, 1555 S. Palm Canyon Dr, Sunday now
meets at 2:00 PM

Palm Desert, Staying In The Solution, , CRC, 43725
Monterey Avenue, Monday now meets at 6:15 PM

June Website Usage

Unique visitors: 2,118
Avg. visits/day: 125.84
Avg. hits/day: 4,123.29
Highest # of visits in a day: 165
Highest # of hits in one day: 6,133
Total visits: 3,901
Visits per visitor 1.84
Total hits: 127,822

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.
A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one
for each image included on the page, etc.

.S‘Dté@]{léﬂ"

vieetin Feas

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

8/6 - Pat C - Desert Hot Springs
8/13 - Bob R - Sky Valley

8/20 - Cheryl G - Desert Hot Springs
8/27 - Elizabeth W - Desert Hot Springs

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

8/6 - Todd J - Riverside

8/13 - Debbie S - Palm Desert
8/20 - Leslie - Redlands

8/27 - Bob N - Palm Desert

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio
Friday Night, 8 p.m.

8/5 - Patrticipation due to Maad Dog Daze
8/12 - Adam W - La Quinta
8/19 - Anthony B - Los Angeles
8/26 - Regina B - Beaumont

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes

since the printing

of the newsletter.
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July Puzzle Solution
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COACHELLA VALLEY (DISTRICT 9)

VARIOUS SERVICE COMMITMENTS AVAILABLE INCLUDING DCM’S,
REGISTRAR, PUBLIC INFORMATION, AND COOPERATION WITH THE
PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY, ARCHIVES AND INTERGROUP
LIAISON.

REMEMBER, SERVICE KEEPS US SOBER! THE
FUTURE OF AA BEGINS WITH US...

CONTACT DISTRICTO9GSR@YAHOO.COM

Want to get the Desert
Lifeline delivered directly
to you via email each
month??

Well...... now you can.
Just go to the Central
Office web site,
www.aainthedesert.org,
and follow the link to sign
up! It's just that easy!!

And ........ It's




Desert Lifeline, August 2011

Concept Eight

The trustees are the principal planners and administrators of over-all
policy and finance. They have custodial oversight of the separately incorporated and
constantly active services, exercising this through
their ability to elect all the directors of these entities.

The purpose of this concept is to emphasize that the Trustees’ job is to devote itself to matters of policy, finance,
group relations, public relations and leadership. Bill thought, through past experience, that to try to incorporate
them in the routine matters of the business side of our organization would spread them too thin and less effective
in the matters of crucial importance.

Their job should be that of “custodial oversight” as opposed to direct executive management. When we tried to
overlap them early on, Bill found that the results leaned toward hard and fast “directives” as opposed to
“participating decisions”. The directors responsible for these operations, namely World Services and the
Grapevine, will be elected by the Trustees.

Bill noted that there seemed to be a powerful connection between money and power/authority. It was deemed
prudent to leave the money and legal responsibility to the Trustees; the General Service Board shall be
responsible for the routine operations.

Brian C
Sunny Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, Palm Springs

Tradition Eight

Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional, but our
service centers may employ special workers.

Before getting to AA, | had done my fair share of therapy and although all | gained from these efforts was more
debt and confusion, | was somehow still convinced that only a professional could help me with my problems.
Clearly, I had a perception problem, among bundles of others. When | came to AA | heard people talk about what
they used to be like and | was dumbstruck to imagine the possibility that they were telling the truth. The people
they were today couldn't have been anymore different than who they claimed they used to be. It was in hearing
the experience, strength, and hope of my fellow nonprofessional AA's that | began to believe change could be
possible for me too. In all my misery and despair, | was able to grasp a bit of hope as | heard people talk about
how, with this program, they walked through one experience after another, pieced their lives back together and
became happy members of society. | began to understand that this message of recovery and hope can only be
transmitted from one alcoholic talking to another. Keeping our program nonprofessional and without required pay
assures that our single purpose is maintained. Because of this | know that it's also my responsibility to share my
experience with the newcomer so that they have the opportunity to hear that same message of hope and recovery
that | heard when | walked into the rooms - the message that led me to believe that just maybe my life could be a
little different and that kept me in the rooms long enough for my life to change for the better.

I have also come to learn, as the second part of this tradition outlines, that there is much service required in AA
that is not twelfth step related, but other types of service duties that make it possible for AA's to carry the
message. In these cases, such as a manager to oversee a central office, or a secretary to answer phones, AA
encourages us to hire special works that are paid reasonable salaries.

Evelina R
SOCALYPAA
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37th Annual Ninth District Convention

p &

With Al-Anon & SOCALYPAA Participation

“WE WiLL Know PEACE”

Friday, August 5th through Sunday, August 7th, 2011
The Doral Desert Princess Resort

67967 Vista Chino, Cathedral City, CA 92234
Reservations: 1-(888) FUN-IN-PS

For General Information:

info@maaddogdaze.org

Intersiate 10

Vista Chino

Highway 111

Gm
Monteray
Cook §t,

( Washington /
li

From Interstate 10, take Date Palm Dr. Exit to
Vista Chino & turn right on Vista China. Vista Chino to the
Comner of Landau & Vista Chino, Doral Hotel is on W carner,

Golf Tournament

Saturday, Aug 6th
T:00 AM
Green Fees, Cart. & Lunch
$50.00
Deadline 7/27/11
Desert Princess
Golf Course

Shotgun Start, Best Ball
Seramble, No onsite
registration

Accommodations
Daral Desert
Princess
Resort
£94 Rate per night
Pools/Spa/Restaurant
Reservations:
1888) FUN-IN-PS
(1-888-386-4677)
Be sure to ask for
Maad Dog Dare Rate
Deadline: July 7. 2011

Friday Night
Panel
Aug. 3th -6:00 PM

Friday Night Opening
Meeting
Aug.5th -7:30 PM

Dance to Follow
(Great D)

A A/ Al-Anon
Luncheon
Saturday. Aug. 6th
11:30 AM
Registration must be
Received by July 27th
(No Tickets Sold at the
Doar)
$29.00
Family Meeting
12:00 PM

Banquet Dinner

Saturday, Aug 0th
6:00 PM
Sit-Down Dinner
Registration must he
Received by July 27th
(No Dinner Tickets
Sold at the Door)
$40.00
(Live Band to follow)

“You'd have to be a
Maad Dog in a Daze to go

to the desert in August.”

Speaker Meetings
Step Study/Workshop
Mini Meetings — Stag Meetings
SOCALYPAA Participation
(Young People)

Overheard, sponsor to sponsee:

"l try to remember that you are one of those people that | can give you the directions, but | cannot leave

you alone with them!"

Only the alcoholic, having been given a chance to pick any God he would like to have, would pick a God

that doesn't work.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AA CONVENTION
WITH AL-ANON PARTICIPATION

September 30th, thru October 2nd, 2011

The Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa
Rancho Mirage, California (Palm Springs)
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Central Intergroup of the Desert
General Monthly Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2011
1. Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Central Intergroup of the Desert was called to order at
7:00 PM at Central Office by Ben P. with the Serenity Prayer.

Directors: Chairperson Ben P.
Vice-Chairperson Paul R. (absent)
Secretary Open
Treasurer Ginny P.
Board Members Brian C.; Carole C.; SherAli J.(absent); Jack K.; Toni

T.; Jim K. (Central Office Manager)

2. Statement of Purpose
The reason for Central Office was read by Ben P. The Twelve Traditions long form was
passed around the room and read by various members.

3. Introduction of Attendees
Sign in sheet at front door keeps record of member attendance. The following new
representatives were introduced:
a Toni T. - Ladies Night Out, Wednesday 6:30 PM, Pointe Monterey Business Park,
Palm Desert
b. Norma - Stepping Stones, Tuesday 10:00 AM, Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert

4. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the May 12, 2011 meeting were read by Toni T. Upon motion duly made and
seconded, the minutes were approved as read.

5. Treasurer Report
The treasurer’s report for period ending April 30, 2011 was presented by Ginny P. Upon
motion duly made and seconded, the report was approved as read.

6. Central Office Manager Report — Jim K.

a. Book of the month is Daily Reflections. Normally $8.25, this month $7.25

b. Need volunteers for the literature table at the Desert Pow Wow

c. 365 people have signed up to receive the Desert Lifeline via email. Spread the word to
sign up at www.aainthedesert.org in order to save on printing costs and save some
trees.

d. Central Office has an opening for a volunteer on Monday evening from 5 PM - 8 PM
on the 1st, 4th and if needed, the 5th Monday of each month.

e. Unity Day Picnic tickets are available. The event is Sunday, July 17t at Hurkey
Creek. They are seeking donations for the raffle.

f. Meeting Directories have been reprinted due to errors.

a. Events
a. Gratitude Dinner
i. New venue, new menu, new day and time: Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, Xavier
College Prep. School (off Cook, north of I-10), menu to be determined.
ii. Support needed for this event; committees to promote at meetings and sell
tickets. Flyers are out for “Save the Date”.
b. MAAD Dog Daze (Aug 5-7): Planning meetings on the last Sunday of the month at
Fellowship Hall.
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c. Pow Wow (Jun 9-12): Registration is starting to pick up; please fill out the “volunteer”
section with your registration if you would like to be of service. There are 5 slots left.

8. Outreach Committee
Paul A. has stepped down - Open

9. Old Business — Motion to change of by-law verbiage voted on: For = 24, Opposed = 2,
Motion approved.

10.New Business

a. Karen B. was voted in as Secretary for the Board.

b. Question was asked on how to inquire about having an Intergroup Representative. 2
suggestions were made: 1) during announcements, or 2) speaking directly to the
secretary of the meeting.

c. Central Office is not set up for shipping books and/or literature. Will look into costs
associated with.

d. Question on whether there was a list of phone #'s for Intergroup Reps. To be
discussed further and possibly voted on. There were privacy concerns.

11.Group Representatives Comments and/or Concerns — No comments or concerns

12. Reports
a. H&I - Representative not present.
b. General Service, District 9 — Representative not present.
c. SOCALYPAA - Representative not present. Evelina R. was present and announced
that there would be a young people’s meeting at the Pow Wow at 6:00PM on Saturday
and also a “We will know Peace” dance at the ABC Club on June 24th @ 10:00 PM

13.Seventh Tradition Basket Passed

14. Adjournment
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM followed
by The Lord’s Prayer.

Next Board Meeting: Junel6, 2011 @ 6:30 pm
Next Intergroup Meeting: July 7, 2011 @ 7:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Carole C.

Going to meetings is like having a lot of smart people in my family. They all share their experiences and |
get to learn from them with the option of not repeating their mistakes. But | gotta' go to meetings to see
them and hear them!

| love having a group of smart people in my head. (it sure beats what used to be in there most of the
timel!)

"It has been my experience that | need to call my sponsor. Because if | don't call my sponsor, | don't
really have a sponsor, | have a phone number."
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