
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

September 2011

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Forgiveness: act of forgiving; state of being forgiven;
disposition or willingness to forgive.

Step

Made direct amends to such people
wherever possible, except when to do

so would injure them or others.

Tradition

A.A., as such, ought never be
organized; but we may create service

boards or committees directly
responsible to those they serve.

Concept

Good service leadership at all levels is
indispensable for our future functioning

and safety. Primary world service
leadership, once exercised by the

founders, must necessarily be assumed by
the trustees.
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Central Office Activity
for July

Meeting Info 178
12 Step Calls 6
Visitors 78
Literature Sales 156
Al-Anon 11
Other 12 Step 7
Misc. 44
Business 39

Answering
Service
12 Step 5
Meeting Info 12
Other 4
TOTAL: 540

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: open
Treasurer: Ginny P

Secretary: open

Directors
Carole C
SherAli J

Toni T
open
open

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Frank H 1
Lacy H 1

Ashley 2
Josh A 3
Aaron 4
Floyd R 4
Beverly L 5
Paulette 5

Dion S 1

Anya 2

Duane H 10
Michael A 11

Nicole V 11
Lupe E 12
Betsy S 15
Audrey O 21
Dawn 26
Mike M 36
Ginny P 37
Harry B 40

Jamie S 9

Michelle W 11
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Ben P Carlos M Dick J Faith R

Ginny P Jack K Kristen D Toni T
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Faithful Fiver Contributors

2nd Annual Hi-Desert Roundup
[ Hosted by District 30]

Saturday October 8th
Joshua Tree Retreat Center, 59700 29 Palms Highway

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
RSVP - aa.dist30@yahoo.com
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July Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual
subscription fee of $20 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Bill L
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dean H
Dennis H
Diane D

Don V
Jill J
Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
John C

Karen B
Kim W
Madeleine R
Patrick L
Paul A

Peggy M
Phillip F
Renate S
Sherri E
Steve P
Tim S
Tracy M
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Book of the month

Came To Believe

Normally $4.25 - this month $3.75
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, September 2011

September Puzzle
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No man should think that sobriety
comes easily.

Sobriety doesn’t come by merely wanting it,
or by shouting for it.

Sobriety is built, brick by brick,
by total effort and belief.

And it is built in the living faith that,
in the end,

with the help of his Higher Power,
man can achieve mastery of his destiny.

Jim M
Perez Plaza, 68845 Perez Road #25,
Cathedral City

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered
directly to you

via email each month??

Well…… now you can.

Just go to the Central Office web site,
www.aainthedesert.org,

and follow the link to sign up!

It’s just that easy!!

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Unique visitors: 2,308

Avg. visits/day: 136.58

Avg. hits/day: 4,337.74

Highest # of visits in a day: 164

Highest # of hits in one day: 5,231

Total visits: 4,234

Visits per visitor 1.83

Total hits: 134,470

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.

9/2 - Regina B - Beaumont
9/9 - Kelly S - Upland

9/16 - Bill C - Torrance
9/23 - Ginny P - Palm Springs
9/30 - participation meeting due to the 60th

Southern California Convention

July Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

Cancelled meetings:

Palm Springs, Step 11 In Action, Sunny Dunes Fifth
Tradition Group, 1555 S Palm Canyon, D 103, D, Sunday,
2:00 PM

Meeting Changes:

Palm Desert, Candle Light Meditation Meeting , Center for
Spiritual Living, 56430 Portola now meets on Wednesday at
6:30 PM instead of Tuesday at 6:30

Desert Lifeline, September 2011

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

9/3 - Bob R - Sky Valley
9/10 - Joe S - Palm Springs
9/17 - Tim H - Desert Hot Springs
9/24 - Mark A - Desert Hot Springs

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

9/3 - Rita L - Cathedral City
9/10 - Bob N - Palm Desert
9/17 - Lisa E - Palm Desert
9/24 - Carolyn S - San Diego
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August Puzzle Solution

Desert Lifeline, September 2011
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Step Nine

Made direct amends to such people wherever possible,
except when to do so would injure them or others.

Earlier in the program of AA we began living the third step prayer and asked to be relieved of the
bondage of self. Living the ninth step is the practical, mechanical, physical mechanism by which those
bonds are removed. It is guilt, shame, secrets, resentments and regret that empower the deeds and
words of our sick past to control us today. The ninth step directs us to stand up, be accountable and in
turn be freed of those defects. Many of us read things into this step that aren’t there, such as looking for
forgiveness or acceptance. It’s more about making us acceptable to ourselves than to anyone else.
Sure, some relationships will be repaired, but it is the relationship with ourselves is the one that we are
working on here. “The Promises” await us and will come, quickly or slowly.

Rob L
Serenity Group, Cinemas Palme D'Or, Palm Desert

Tradition Nine

A.A., as such, ought never be organized; but we may create service boards or
committees directly responsible to those they serve.

I love reading the Twelve and Twelve, every time I go to it, something new pops out at me. It is the case
again when I volunteered to write about Tradition 9! We of AA have discovered through experience that
to reach the throngs of suffering alcoholics, we must, in order to carry this message, have help. We
cannot do it all, so we took out the line “need the least possible organization” and compromised that we
could create service boards and committees.

And the very last paragraph in the 12 X 12 of tradition 9 says it all - “A.A. has to function, but at the
same time it must avoid those dangers of great wealth, prestige, and entrenched power which
necessarily tempt other societies. Though Tradition Nine at first sight seems to deal with a purely
practical matter, in its actual operation it discloses a society without organization, animated only by the
spirit of service –a true fellowship.”
It just simply means we are a "fellowship" people with like goals and hopes that are helped by each
other that no one is above, that we serve each other, and as we get more seasoned we may be
appointed to humbly be of more service to others.

Joe A
Men’s Marauders, St. Margaret’s Church, Palm Desert

When I sat down with my sponsor to do my fifth step, she said to me,
"I have no secrets of my own that I will take to the grave. However, I will be taking yours."

——————————————————————————————————————————————

One of many differences I note as a result of practicing these principles: When I came to AA I kept my
secrets, but told yours. Now I tell my secrets and keep yours.
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Concept Nine

Good service leadership at all levels is indispensable
for our future functioning and safety. Primary world
service leadership, once exercised by the founders,

must necessarily be assumed by the trustees.

I can say that in doing research for AA’s Concept 9 and trying to catch the jest of it with no prior
knowledge, this was a little challenging and I hope I can express the essence of Concept 9 in these
couple paragraphs.

This concept seems to pertain to quality of leadership and the process, or personal checklist, of
appointing those to leadership roles on the General Service Board. We are only as good as our
leadership and our structure. One cannot opperate at its best if the other does not function well. So in
appointing trustees to service positions, General Service Representatives who serve as the service
leader for his or her AA group, should always apply the principles of the AA program and leave out
personal ambitions. Our only interest should be what is in the best interest for AA as a whole.

We shall want to seek out the many capable people in AA with their special skills and dedication, and
place them in leadership positions and back them up and help them with their job. These are people who
work for us and are not bosses of us. After all, I heard once in a AA meeting, “The highest we ever get
here in AA, is humble servant.” And that’s a principle we can take all the way to the “top“!

Garret D
Roadrunners, Pathfinder Community of the Risen Christ, Bermuda Dunes

FINALLY!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Central Office is now accepting credit cards for purchases!

You no longer need to make sure you have enough cash
or a check when coming to the office.

Also coming in the future ………….

Online Faithful Fiver donations,

Online Group Contributions (just like AA World Services)

and …………

a complete online bookstore of all materials
that we available in the office.


