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A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

@ manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843
Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site: www.aa.org

Step

Continued to take personal inventory
and when we were wrong
promptly admitted it.

Tradition

Alcoholics Anonymous has no
opinion on outside issues; hence
the AA name ought never be
drawn into public controversy.

Concept

Every service responsibility should
be matched by an equal service
authority, with the scope of such

authority well defined.

Principie Ten

Vigilance: Exercising self-discovery, honesty, abandonment,
humility, reflection and amendment on a momentary, daily, and
periodic basis.
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August

Meeting Info 150
12 Step Calls 13
Visitors 54
Literature Sales 154
Al-Anon 1
Other 12 Step 11
Misc. 49
Business 56
Answering

Service

12 Step 3
Meeting Info 11
Other 3
TOTAL: 505

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: SherAli J
Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: Joan C

Directors
Barney M
Carole C
Sid B
Toni T
Traci N

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a differencel!

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@ AAinthedesert.org

Auiglust 2017

Eddie A
Megan B
Jason L
Ana B
Skye B
Pamela A
Barrett
Mike
Sharon
Jim B
Carol D
Luther W

O O Wk

10
15
19
19
30
39
39

Happy
Birthday

i OOPS = Jiu]

Mike M 2
Lisa S)
? Peter B 6
Marjorie H 15

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Faithful Fiver Contributors
Ben P Carlos M Carole C Dick J Faith R

Ginny P Jack K Kristen D Toni T

2nd Annual Hi-Desert Roundup

[ Hosted by District 30]

Saturday October 8th
Joshua Tree Retreat Center, 59700 29 Palms Highway

W@’ 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM W‘ﬁ
RSVP - aa.dist30@yahoo.com

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??
Well...... now you can.
Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org, and follow the link to sign up!
It's just that easy!!

And ....... It's FREE!N!III

Two New Books

from the AA Grapevine
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Te Ciauily IS (Slakens UseTrne S7eps/ Emotional Sobriety Il - $9.50
Only through his own painful, closely observed
experience could Bill W. have identified “the
next major development in AA ... real maturity
and balance.” He was telling us that emotional
[ sobriety is our next frontier. Here are the
creative, heartfelt insights of several dozen
sober seekers whose articles in the Grapevine
offer insights that can light the way to our own
“quiet place in bright sunshine.”
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Step by Step - $10.50
Real AAs, Real Recovery shows how AA
members of all ages and all lifestyles from
around the world; spiritual, religious and
atheists; newcomers and old-timers have
recovered and found a new way of life by
working the Twelve Steps. Discover a variety of
experiences from AAs that have written about
the Steps for the pages of Grapevine from the
40’s to the present.
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August Volunteers at Central Office

Don V W
AnnT Jeff K @m @aﬁ i Pat W
Carole C Jill J Paul A
Dallas Ann E Jimmy Who John C Peggy M
Dave O JimD Karen B Renate S
Dean H Jo Ann M Kim W Sherri E
Dennis H Madeleine R Tim S
Diane D Th@mk V@UH W Patrick L Tracy M
|

-

Name:

DESERT LIFELINE \
Subscription Form

Address:

City:

State:

Zip code:

Please mail the Subscription

form with your annual

subscription fee of $12 to the

address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

Phone:

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail

Home Group:

box each month.

y Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions ||
||| Hard Cover Edition

$650 Normally $7.50 - this month $6.50 %66Q

||| %6‘5“ Book of the month $6:50
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October Puzzle 1
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23
25
26

"The Car Smasher"

Original company that published the Big Book (2
words)

Bill's longtime secretary

Author of "The Keys of the Kingdom"

Dr. Bob's wife's name

The month that AA was "born"

"He Thought He Could Drink Like a Gentleman"
"Home Brewmeister"

Dr. Bob's middle name

Bill's longtime secretary

State where Bill W was born

The Sermen on the Mount (2 words)
soundness of mind

Dr. Bob and the Good

DOWN
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10
11
16
20
21
22
24

Swiss psychiatrist

Our more religious may call a spiritual
experience this.

Where Dr. Bob went to college

Little Angel of A.A.

"A Flower of the South"

Author of the March 1, 1941 article in the
Saturday Evening Post

"He Sold Himself Short"

State where Dr. Bob was born
principle behind step 9

Freedom From

"From Farm to City"

Group prior to AA

"Women Suffer Too"

Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org
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A.A. was founded on the premise
that it would be self-supported
through member contributions.

For the past 48 years, contributing

a

single dollar has been almost a tradition.

1960... 10¢ 1960...25¢
1970...20¢ 1970...65¢
1950...35¢ 1950...71.65
71990...50¢ 7990...52.00
2000...°1.00 2000...43.00
2008..°1.75 2008...74 .90

Today's dollar has only 16 cents of the
purchasing power of a 1960's dollar.

71960...
7970..
7950...
7990...

Acknowledging these economic facts,
why not responsibly compensate

BY DROPPING IN

2000...
L00S...

$71.00
#1.00
$71.00
$1.00
$1.00
4200

7960...22¢

7970..
7950...
7990..
2000..

2 BUCKS FOR 20117

For those who can't afford it, the important thing is to keep coming back.
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35¢

90¢

J1.70
21.20
2008...

13.39
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Gratitude Dinner 2011

The Annual Benefit for Central Office

AV G\ \
New and Exciting Menu!

Sunday November 13, 2011

4:00 ~ 7:30 p.m.
4:00 PM - Doors open

S
gxeel w’"moc\of" 5:00 PM - Dinner served
ot o
\oC 092”? \Nﬁh : _ .
TO s '109"?;?,\10\0“"* 6:00 PM - Speaker Meeting i
d

ater & pane” Xavier Prep Gymnasium Tom e ¥t g Ot
34-200 Cook Street M o, Sasy
Palm Desert Wit

Still only $20.00 donation!!

Speaker: Steve A. from Los Angeles

Service Opportunities, we need your help!
To Get Involved call:

Central Office @ 760.324.4880 or
Email: GratitudeDinner@aainthedesert.org

Note: Xavier Prep is a non-smoking facility
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NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

New meetings:
Palm Springs, How It Works, 559 S Palm Canyon Drive,
Suite B103, Discussion Noon Mon-Fri

Address changes:

4th Street

at 6:30 PM now meets at Agua Soleil Hotel, 14500 Palm
Drive

Time changes:

Drive, Friday now meets at 11:00 PM

Mecca, Fe Y Esperanza, Daily @ 8PM now meets at 91190

Desert Hot Springs, 5th Tradition Dinner Meeting, Tuesday

Thousand Palms, Desert Night Owls, 29100 Desert Moon

August Website Usage

Unique visitors: 2,249
Avg. visits/day: 123
Avg. hits/day: 41,123
Highest # of visits in a day: 180
Highest # of hits in one day: 58,901
Total visits: 3,836
Visits per visitor 1.7
Total hits: 127,831

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.
A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one
for each image included on the page, etc.

Santa Rosa Messengers - Coachella

Saturday Night, 7 p.m.

10/8 - Randy B - La Quinta
10/15 - Jack Mc - Palm Desert
10/22 - Scott A - Indio
10/29 - Kathleen B - Palm Desert (52 yrs)

N G 7

‘v '—J - R i xR el

————

N — o —
N e Y " 3

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

10/1 - Caroline - Palm Desert 10 min
Luz - Palm Desert main speaker

10/8 - Bill Mc - Palm Desert

10/15 - Don M - Palm Desert

10/22 - Tina - Palm Springs

10/29 - Simon - Palm Desert

N A —
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Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio
Friday Night, 8 p.m.

10/7 - Iron Mike - Dallas, TX
10/14 - Don L - San Fernando Valley
10/21 - Mickey B - Venice
10/28 - Mike S - Riverside

— .
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Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

10/1 - Lupe - Desert Hot Springs

10/8 - Happy Howie - Sky Valley
10/15 - Devin T - Desert Hot Springs
10/22 - Wayne - Redondo Beach
10/29 - Maggie P - Desert Hot Springs

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.
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September Puzzle Solution
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JOIN THE
FAITHFUL FIVERS!

‘Faithful |
FIVERS,

“When we meet and defeat the temptation
to take large gifts, we are only being prudent.
But when we are generous with the hat, we
give a token that we are grateful for our
blessing and evidence that we are eager to
share what we have found with all those who
still suffer.”

- Bill W.

Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with
permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc.

What are Faithful Fivers?

Faithful Fivers are A.A. members who graciously
pledge to contribute at least five dollars each
month 1o support Central Office in its efforts 1o
carry the A.A. message of hope and recovery 1o
those aleaholies who still suffer in the Coachella
Valley. As a Faithful Fiver, your persanal
contribution can and will make our vital

services possible,

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we
remembered that we wasted much more than
five dollars each month during our drinking days.
Your contribution will help Central Office
provide the services necessary 1o carry the

message of Alcoholies Anonymous.

Faithful Fiver members who pledge at least
$5.00 per month annually will receive, if they
s0 choose, a subscription 1o our monthly

newsletter, The Deserl Lifetine .

Contributions are limited to $3,000 per member
per year” and are tax deductible under Internal

Revenue Code: § 501 (¢)3

*Page 9—Self-Support Pamphlet

Yes! Please enroll me as a
Falthful Fiver!

L agree 1o pledge!
Here is my contribution of
$ for months
Name
Address
Ciry State Zip

Phone Number

Email Address

Please make your checks payable to:
Central Office
And mail to:
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City, CA 92234

:Faithful |/
FIVERS ¢
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Step Ten

Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it.

To me, this is the progress step. | still have steps 1-9 and | work those as needed. But with step 10 |
can see if | am working a program of RECOVERY and if the program is working.

After any interactions | have with other people, | can think; was | selfish, rude, mean or just a JERK

( much like in step 4, what's my part?). Then | can take the appropriate action. My goal here is to try to
not be the jerk | was when | was drinking. A while back, a friend of mine told me about the 5 second
rule. “ Before | say or do something | might have to make an amends for, take 5 seconds and think about
it. That saves me a lot of turmoil, because sometimes | can’t make an amends as promptly as | would
like and | don’t need to carry this stuff around.

As with step 9, this is not about forgiveness, its about change and spiritual progress. We cannot think
our way into better actions, we act our way towards better thinking.

Barney B
Speakeasy Big Book Study, Palm Desert

Concept Ten

Every service responsibility should be matched by an equal
service authority, with the scope of such authority well defined.

When | think about how can we bring concept 10 into our daily lives, | have to break it down into
something | can understand because to try and clearly identify the complexity of World Services, | am
just not there yet however when | bring the focus back to my home group it somehow becomes
something | can relate to.

It is my understanding that the scope of this authority can be defined in one of four ways, by Tradition,
by Resolution, by Specific Job Descriptions or Appropriate Charters and Bylaws.

In the spirit of “Keep It Simple” | choose Specific Job Descriptions, as it relates to the service
commitments we carry out each and every day in our Home Groups. To the Coffee Maker, the
Literature Lady, the Secretary, the Treasure and the GSR, what is the one thing that brings structure and
a sense of authority to each of our positions? The one thing that each position has in common with the
other is the fact that each position has been considered carefully and the time requirement and length of
continuous sobriety required have been voted upon by our group through the process of Group
Conscience.

“Responsibility and Authority must ALWAYS be clear and Understood”. All being considered at the end
of the day it is “Service Gladly Rendered, Obligations Squarely Met.”

To sum it up: Let us always be sure that there is an abundance of final or ultimate authority to correct or
to reorganize; but let us be equally sure that all of our trusted servants have a clearly defined and
adequate authority to do their daily work and to discharge their clear responsibilities.

Joshua S
T G IS, Council Chambers, Palm Springs
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Dober in the dap presents..

Jas, HADSW’H()@@Q &
M@,@ %3[( 2@[([(

(Lostame (ontest

Ist prize $100.00
2pd prize $50.00
3rd prize $25.00

“lickets are available oplipe at
'’ soberinpthesdan.pet

Central Office is now accepting credit cards for purchases!

You no longer need to make sure you have enough cash
or a check when coming to the office.

Also coming in the future .............

Online Faithful Fiver donations,

Online Group Contributions (just like AA World Services)

a complete online bookstore of all materials
that we have available in the office.
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Tradition Ten

Alcoholics Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues;
hence the AA name ought never be drawn into public controversy.

By Bill W.

No AA Group or member should ever, in such a way as to implicate A.A., express any opinion on outside
controversial issues---particularly those of politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics
Anonymous Groups oppose no one. Concerning such matters they can express no views whatever.

To most of us, Alcoholics Anonymous has become as solid as the Rock of Gibraltar. We like to believe
that it will soon be as well known and just as enduring as that historic landmark. We enjoy this pleasant
conviction because nothing has yet occurred to disturb it; we reason that we must hang together or die.
Hence we take for granted our continued unity as a movement.

But should we? Though God has bestowed upon us great favors, and though we are bound by stronger
ties of love and necessity than most societies, it is prudent to suppose that automatically these great gifts
and attributes shall be ours forever. If we are worthy, we shall probably continue to enjoy them. So the
real question is, how shall we always be worthy of our present blessings?

Seen from this point of view, our A.A. Traditions are those attitudes and practices by which we may
deserve, as a movement, a long life and a useful one. To this end, none could be more vital than our
10th Tradition, for it details with the subject of controversy---serious controversy.

On the other side of the world, millions have not long since died in religious dissension. Other millions
have died in political controversy. The end is not yet. Nearly everybody in the world has turned reformer.
Each group, society and nation is saying to the other, "You must do as we say, or else". Political
controversy and reform by compulsion has reached an all-time high. And eternal, seemingly, are the
flames of religious dissension.

Being like other men and women, how can we expect to remain forever immune from these perils?
Probably we shall not. At length, we must meet them all. We cannot flee from them, nor ought we try. If
these challenges do come, we shall, | am sure, go out to meet them gladly and unafraid. That will be the
acid test of our worth.

Our best defense? This surely lies in the formation of a Tradition respecting serious controversy so
powerful that neither the weakness of persons nor the strain and strife of our troubled times can harm
Alcoholics Anonymous. We know that A.A. must continue to live, or else many of us and many of our
brother alcoholics throughout the world will surely resume the hopeless journey to oblivion. That must
never be.

As though by some deep and compelling instinct we have thus far avoided controversies. Save minor
and healthy growing pains, we are at peace among ourselves. And because we have thus far adhered to
our sole aim, the whole world regards us favorably.

May God grant us the wisdom and fortitude ever to sustain an unbreakable unity.

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (September, 1948). Reprinted with permission.
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