
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

December 2011

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Service - an act of helpful activity; help; aid: to do
someone a service.

Step
Having had a spiritual awakening as the result
of these Steps, we tried to carry this message
to alcoholics, and to practice these principles

in all our affairs.

Tradition
Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our

Traditions, ever reminding us to place
principles before personalities.

Concept
The Conference shall observe the spirit of

A.A. tradition, taking care that it never
becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power;
that sufficient operating funds and reserve be

its prudent financial principle; that it place
none of its members in a position of

unqualified authority over others; that it reach
all important decisions by discussion, vote,

and whenever possible, substantial unanimity;
that its actions never be personally punitive

nor an incitement to public controversy; that it
never perform acts of government; that, like
the Society it serves, it will always remain

democratic in thought and action.
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October

Meeting Info 128
12 Step Calls 6
Visitors 87
Literature Sales 166
Al-Anon 2
Other 12 Step 9
Misc. 33
Business 37

Answering
Service
12 Step 0
Meeting Info 14
Other 5
TOTAL: 487

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: SherAli J

Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: Joan C

Directors
Barney M
Carole C

Sid B
Toni T
Traci N

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Ally A 3
Brandon 3

Ima 8
Steve M 8
Mark V 9
Tim A 9
Andy 12

Mario R 12
Ron D 12
Elias 13
Lee R 13
Margo A 13

Cara C 1

Jay M 4

Jerry 14

Jeremy S 15
Danette 16

Alan G 27

Tommy 29
Irene M 31

Yvonne F 33
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Faithful Fiver Contributors - through October

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??

Well…… now you can.

Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org, and follow the link to sign up!

It’s just that easy!!

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!!

Ben P
Colt S
Carlos M

Carole C
Dick J
Faith R

Ginny P
Jack K
Jerry M

Kristen D
Marty F
Toni T

Step Twelve

Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these Steps, we tried to carry
this message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.

“Freely you have received; freely give.” This is the main thought that leads us to share the message to
still-suffering alcoholics. Then we discover that there is so much more.

This is the step of spiritual development. Our instincts out of control that caused most of our problems are
still there. Here is where we can let our higher power, God, be our director and show us how to redirect
our instincts instead of making our own misery of satisfying our instincts. We can have God lead us: to
change our attitudes and actions about financial and emotional security, to discover how we can forgive
and love others and even ourselves, to have the grace to be gentle with others and ourselves when we
make mistakes, to be content with more humble, less glittering successes.

We begin to discover that things that seem to be setbacks are often a part of the pathway to better
things. We begin to practice love and tolerance not only with the newcomer, but in our meetings, and
even in our families.

We discover a priceless reward of diligently working the twelve steps- being able to deal with life’s
situations and problems, big and small, that would have previously led to a drink.

Toni T
Palm Desert

Sponsor to Sponsee: There is no right way to do the wrong thing.

——————————————————————————————————————————————--

Sponsee: "How do I know I'm spiritually fit?"

Sponsor: "The way I figure it out for myself is that when I go to the store . . . . if I don't want to run anyone
over in the parking lot, then I am spiritually fit. If I wait patiently in line (without counting the number of
items in the basket ahead of me), then I am spiritually fit."
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October Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual

subscription fee of $12 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your

Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ana B
Ann T
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dennis H
Diane D
Emil M

Jill J
Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M
John C

Kim W
Madeleine R
Patrick L
Paul A

Peggy M
Roger F
Sherri E
Steve P
Tim S
Tracy M
Tracy T
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Book of the month

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions
Large Print Edition

Normally $7.75 - this month $6.75
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, December 2011

December Puzzle
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Tradition Twelve

Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions,
ever reminding us to place principles before personalities.

What does anonymity mean to you? To some it’s secrecy, to others humility. To me I think about my
home group, the 6:00 AM “Sunrise Celebrators” at Fellowship Hall. I’ve met world famous rock stars, well
known TV and movie stars. I’ve also met the most disenfranchised members of our society - the
homeless, the desperate, the penniless and those who suffer from the “grave emotional and mental
disorders” that our “big book” talks about. Is one more important than the other? Anonymity teaches me
that all deserve my hand to be reached out with Love & Tolerance - our core principles.

The most challenging part of anonymity for me is “right sizing” myself. I’m learning to be a part of a
fellowship that demands giving rather than taking.

As a young person in AA I find it difficult to avoid gossip. I believe my maturity and growth as a member
of the fellowship hinges on my ability to resist and avoid the destructive force of gossip which leaves
people “guilty until proven innocent”. I believe gossip is the most destructive thing I’ve seen in the
fellowship.

Anonymity, when respected, will lead me to greater trustworthiness, a feeling of unity with my fellows,
and an understanding the every member counts equally, no matter what his or her background.

Nick F
SOCALYPAA

Before I came to Alcoholics Anonymous, I didn't
know that "God could and would." But I also wasn't
aware that I couldn't and wouldn't!

———————————————————————

It's been my experience that the Steps of Alcoholics
Anonymous are a journey . . . but they are not a
journey until I put them into practice in my life. If I'm
not using the steps in my life, I'm not on a journey ---
I'm just looking at a travel brochure.

———————————————————————-

Sponsee to Sponsor: ". . . . Yeah, but, they . . . "

Sponsor to Sponsee: "Do you know who 'they' even
are? I don't know about you, but it's been my
experience that 'they' is really just WE without ME."

———————————————————————-

Swallowing my pride does not get me drunk . . .

———————————————————————

I will never get to see what God has behind door #2
if I have my foot firmly lodged in door #1.
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Unique visitors: 2,102

Avg. visits/day: 115

Avg. hits/day: 3,878

Highest # of visits in a day: 159

Highest # of hits in one day: 5,089

Total visits: 3,589

Visits per visitor 1.7

Total hits: 120,237

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.
12/2 - Bill M - Indio
12/9 - Kenna M - Los Angeles
12/16 - Anthony A - Los Angeles
12/23 - Lydia W - Los Angeles
12/33 - Steve W - Calimesa

October Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES

Address change:
La Quinta, “How’s Your Now” now meets at the Dance
Center (back door), 78134 Calle Tampico, Ste 110,
Thursddays @ Noon C D W

Time change:
Palm Springs, “Seniors In Sobriety”, Jewish Family Service
of the Desert, 801 E Tahquitz Canyon Way #202, now
meets at 11:00 AM D

Cancelled Meetings:
Palm Desert, all meetings at the CRC, 43725 Monterey
Avenue, have been cancelled until further notice. Please
check with Central Office for the following meeting location
changes as they become available:
Friday—Back To Basics
Friday—Promises Meeting

Desert Lifeline, December 2011

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

12/3 - Tom W - San Diego
12/10 - Tony W - Indio
12/17 - Caroline & Courtney - Palm Desert
12/24 - Charlie B - Palm Desert
12/31 - Omni & Camille - Palm Desert
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November Puzzle Solution

Desert Lifeline, December 2011
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Concept Twelve

The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition, taking care that it never
becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds and reserve

be its prudent financial principle; that it place none of its members in a position of
unqualified authority over others; that it reach all important decisions by discussion, vote,

and whenever possible, substantial unanimity; that its actions never be personally
punitive nor an incitement to public controversy; that it never perform acts of government;

that, like the Society it serves, it will always remain democratic
in thought and action.

Concept 12 is a very important concept for World Service. It consists of the 6 General Warranties of the
General Service Conference. These Warranties ensure that the Conference stays “right sized” and
focused on the fellowship it serves. Concept 12, like the other concepts, is spiritually based, but its
focus is describing the relationship between the various service entities and how they work together.

Basically, Concept 12 states that the General Service Conference shall observe the spirit of the A.A.
Tradition, being ever mindful that the conference never become too wealthy or too powerful. This is
accomplished by the various Warranties. Warranty 1 follows the guidelines laid down by the 7th
tradition, and also limits individual member\'s donations to achieve that goal. Warranty 2 stipulates that
sufficient operating funds, plus one full year\'s operating expenses of the G.S.O. and the Grapevine,
shall be its reserve fund. The remaining warranties ensure that no one person be placed in a position of
unqualified authority over any of the others, that all important decisions be reached by a vote, and that
the conference stays out of public controversy. Of all the concepts, concept 12 and its warranties can
only be changed by written consent of three-fourths of all A.A. Groups in the world. Bill Wilson had the
infinite wisdom to set these warranties “in stone” to ensure that Conference holds fast to the movement it
serves.

Patrick G
Men’s Stag, Palm Desert

WHEN GIRLS DRINK TOO MUCH............
1. We have absolutely no idea where our purse is.
2. We believe that dancing with our arms overhead and wiggling our butt while yelling "Woo-Hoo!" is truly the sexiest dance
move around.
3. We suddenly decide that we want to kick someone's butt and honestly believe we can do it, too.
4. In our last trip to pee, we realize that we now look more like a homeless hooker than the goddess we were just four hours
ago.
5. We start crying and telling everyone we see that we love them soooooo much.
6. We get extremely excited and jump up and down every time a new song plays because "Oh, my God! I love this song!"
7. We've found a deeper spiritual side to the geek sitting next to us.
8. So we go home with him.
9. We suddenly take up smoking and become really good at it.
10. We yell at the bartender, who we believe cheated us by giving us just lemonade, because we can no longer taste the
vodka.
11. We think we are in bed, but our pillow feels strangely like the kitchen floor.
12. We fail to notice that the toilet lid is down when we sit on it.
13. We take our shoes off because we believe it's their fault that we're having problems walking straight.
14. We lose our shoes.
15. We wake up hung-over the next morning and say, "I'm never doing that again."
16. We remember that same night what a great time we had and go do it all over again.


