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Desert Lifteline

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880

Fax 760.324.4851
Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

@ manager@aainthedesert.org
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Intergroup Meeting

1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting

3rd Thursday of the month,
6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684
Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.
Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843
Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446
Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163
Web site: www.aa.org

Step

We admitted we were powerless
over alcohol - that our lives had
become unmanageable.

Tradition

Our common welfare should
come first; personal recovery
depends upon A.A. unity.

Concept

Final responsibility and ultimate
authority for A.A. world services
should always reside in the
collective conscience of our
whole Fellowship.

Princinie one

Surrender - to give up, abandon, or
relinquish
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November

Meeting Info 140
12 Step Calls 8
Visitors 87
Literature Sales 179
Al-Anon 1
Other 12 Step 3
Misc. 20
Business 48
Answering

Service

12 Step 3
Meeting Info 20
Other 3
TOTAL: 512

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: SherAli J
Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: Traci n

Directors

Barney M

Carole C
Joan C
Rob L
Sid B

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a differencel!

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of
publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@ AAinthedesert.org
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Pat S 26

Jana S 27 We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
Paulette O 34 contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.
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Faithful Fiver Contributors - through December

We had a total of 16 people participate in the Faithful Fivers last year!

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??
Well...... now you can.
Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org, and follow the link to sign up!

It's just that easy!!

When | talked about the things that | did when | was drinking, | thought that | was fearless.
After | talked with my sponsor AND took the steps, | gained a new perspective.
| wasn't fearless, | was reckless (and a bit of an idiot!)

SebeRintinerS Un
[ER W YE@OnTEERNCE
Wil AlARen Pelicioehien

92 YSSs .
, DAY S Vel 105 = 18K, 20012
N % Hiofic] Zose

S
Sobe2r(|511Tge Sun Pelin Spiines, €A

SoberInTheSun.net Equy Regisi-rqﬁon $4000
BEiiene 27252002 /Aliic $550400

BanqueR$50100
helveles ersiEiee] seeline) fier

VIS CUI WELSHIE Enieitainment

Fogmorelinformation
wWwwWAso berinthesunfnet,




Desert Lifeline, January 2012

Step One

We admitted we were powerless over alcohol -
that our lives had become unmanageable.

Who cares to admit complete defeat? Admission of powerless is the first step in liberation. Relation to
humility to sobriety. Mental obsession plus physical allergy. Why must every AA hit bottom?

I'm almost nine, and | have to admit that | sometimes find myself in such a state of frustration that
POWERLESSNESS is so evident in almost every aspect of my life. Really, isn't there something | can
have power over? | think the answer is "YES." | have the power to say no, because the minute | lose
that feeling of that last bottom, | know | could be in trouble. WHOEVER IS READING THIS, TAKE A
MOMENT AND REMEMBER THE MISERY ALCOHOL BROUGHT INTO YOUR LIFE, and if you are
thinking of taking a drinnk, CALL SOMEONE. The Big Book says that "somewhere in the world every
day, recovery begins when one alcoholic begins to talk to another.” The thing that comes to mind the
most for me is this: | have been sober for years now, maybe | could have a few beers with my
buddies. That's when | call my sponsor, pray and follow instruction.

| do know in my heart of hearts that | am completely powerless over alcohol and that one drink would
lead to misery and possible death. | also know | do have the power to say "NO" to the voices in my head
that sometimes want me to logically rationalize just one drink.

| love myself and my life and it's all because | accept POWERLESSNESS as the most powerful tool in
my tool box.

Joshua S
8 30 Book Study, Sunny Dunes Fifth Tradition Group, Palm Springs

When | came back after a slip, a guy said to me: 'l have information for you that might be difficult for you
to hear. You are NOT going to stay sober on the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. You are one of
those people that is going to have to use the PROGRAM of Alcoholics Anonymous.' --- then he offered to
show me the difference.

My life is like one of those Jenga puzzles . . . | don't talk to my sponsor for awhile, so it's like taking out a
piece of the puzzle and putting it to the side, then | cut back on meetings so I've taken out another piece
of the puzzle and put it to the side . . . then | get to a place where my foundation is shaky and | don't
know what else | can take out and put to the side without the whole thing following down around my ears!

I've learned that | can't always control my thoughts . . . .. but today | don't have to let my thoughts control
me.

Bill says in the Twelve and Twelve that Step Six is the Step that "separates the men from the boys."

It has been my experience that Step Nine is the step that separates alcoholics who are willing to go to
any lengths, from the alcoholic who is willing to risk drinking again.

Today | am grateful that | don't need to laugh at others . . . | have my own entertainment center sitting on
my neck!
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November Volunteers at Central Office

Ana B
AnnT Jill J Tﬁﬂ@mk y@aﬂ g‘g Peggy M
Carole C JimD Roger F
Dallas Ann E Jimmy Who Kim W Sherri E
Dave O Jo Ann M Madeleine R Steve P
Dennis H John C Patrick L Tim S
Diane D Paul A Tracy M
Emil M W Tracy T
Tlnaiml; Yow
/ DESERT L IEEL INE \ Please mail the Subscription
subscription fee of $12 to the
Name: address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your
Addr ess: Central Intergroup Office.
City: Don’t miss an issue, have the
e DESERT LIFELINE
Phone:
delivered to your mail
Home Group:

box each month.
o /

%%' Book of the month

, Alcoholics Anonymous
| Soft Cover Edition ||

||| $6:75 Normally $7.75—this month $6.75 %6:‘6 |
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January Puzzle
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June conference (2 words)

The 3rd Step prayer deesn't have it but the 7th
Step prayer does

AA received this in 1951 from the American
Public Health Association

thankfulness

mode of transportation used by Bill and Lois
during his early Wall Street years

It will slip away

Twelve

press, radio and films

Mrs. Dr. Bob

Step one

In what city did Bill meet Bob?

soundness of mind

Dr. Bob surname

the act of taking or receiving semething offered
our life when we got to AA

DOWN
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Freedom From

Our more religious may call a spiritual
experience this.

Saturday Evening Post article in March, 1941
How often we've seen them fail

He is quoted in Appendix 2 (2 words)

He's doing it for us

meeting in print

Contempt prior o this

Bill's secretary

A View of Alcoholics Anonymous
Career Bill thought he'd try when he got out of
the war

It will disappear

International Convention 2010 location (2
words)

what happens half way through

Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org
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A.A. was founded on the premise
that it would be self-supported
through member contributions.

For the past 48 years, contributing a
single dollar has been almost a tradition.

1960... 10¢ 7960...25¢
1970...20¢ ' 1970...65¢
1950...35¢ 1980...71.65
1990...50¢ 1990...2.00
2000..0 1.00 2000.../3.00
2008..1.75 20087490

Wi

Today's dollar has only 16 cents of the
purchasing power of a 1960's dollar.

1960...° 1.00
7970..°1.00
7950..51.00
7990...51.00

2000..51.00
200§...* 2.00

Acknowledging these economic facts,
why not responsibly compensate

BY DROPPING IN

2 BUCKS FOR 20127

7960...22¢

7970..
7950...

7990..
2000...

2008..

For those who can't afford it, the important thing is to keep coming back.

7

.35¢

go¢

J1.70

11.20

J3.39
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Tradition One

Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.

When | came to A.A., | really needed it. | needed to become sober. | needed the “personal recovery” that
Tradition One talks about. And A.A. was there for me because those who came before me adequately
observed the first part of this step: “Our common welfare should come first”.

Let’s face it, we alcoholics are a willful bunch. Left to our own devices, within a few weeks of crawling in
the doors of recovery, we would be trying to mold and change A.A. to suit our own desires. We would put
ourselves before A.A. After all, we hear over and over that the newcomer is the most important person in
the room. Wouldn't it stand to reason that newcomers are more important than the group or A.A. itself?
Nope.

This Tradition comes first for a reason: To teach us that we are not more important than the group or the
fellowship. For without A.A. unity, it would be unlikely that | would have found personal recovery at all. |
need to contribute to A.A. unity (primarily by living the principles) and do what is in the best interest of the
group and the fellowship. That way A.A. will be there tomorrow for the alcoholic who still suffers.

Rob L
Serenity Group, Cinemas Palme D'Or, Theater 4, Palm Desert

| want to be the star of every show.
Unfortunately, | usually have a walk-on, non-speaking patrt.

Concept One

Final responsibility and the ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in
the collective conscience of our whole Fellowship.

Initially, in 1948, Dr. Bob & Bill W. were the “ultimate authority” and advisors to a group named as Trustees,
whose job it was to advise The General Service Board of A.A. so hamed in 1954 from “The Alcoholic
Foundation” as it had previously been called. This group was designed to initiate and maintain the special
services for A.A. as a whole that the individual groups could not, e.g. translating literature into other
languages, literature basic to and used by individual groups around the world, and as guidance for
guestions that arose from the members.

Through the process of defining and formulating what this group would do, it was decided that there would
be Group Representatives elected by each group that would meet with area Delegates and would then
have ultimate authority in deciding the needs of A.A. as a whole. Linked with Tradition Two, the General
Service Board is to A.A. as a whole as Tradition Two is to the individual group.

In today’s uncertainty in so many areas and the fighting factions around the world, we in A.A. have a
tremendous force available to maintain the unity we enjoy utilizing Concept I. This is the “compelling love
that we have for our fellow members and for the principles upon which our lives today are founded”, we are
a “spiritualized society”.

Kathy G
3rd & 11th Step Meeting, Palm Desert
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12 Qs & 1.2 ‘Cradiitions

27" Annual

AA Desert VVVomen's B3 anquet

Purpose Sunday, March 11, 2012
To provide an ;188 - ?88 Em 3 g?ngriztrration/Get Acquainted
opportunity for alcoholic _ 7:00-8:00 pm — Speaker
women in recovery to Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa

participate with other Emerald Ballroom - 44-400 Indian Wells Lane, Indian Wells, CA

women in recovery nan | 42 Per person — Reservations Required

atmosphere of friendship Appropriate dinner attire required
and harmony. NO tickets will be sold at the door. 10 seats per table maximum.
To sit together, reqgistration forms & payment must be returned
The proceeds of this together.

banquet are donated
to Alcoholics
Anonymous Central

Free self-parking is provided in garage at rear of property

Intergroup Office of Call Central Office for information
the Desert.
Please complete one form per person
Make checks payable Full Name: Amount
to: Enclosed
Name on Badge: Dinner $
Desert Women'’s
42.00

Banquet Mailing Address: *

_ Donation $
Mail to: City: Zip: Total $
PO Box 4383 .

Palm Desert, CA Email: Phone:
92261

Vegetarian meal? Table Head: #in Party:
YES / NO (Please Circle)

* To donate ticket(s) or portion of, making it possible for “women in need” to attend,
please note the amount of your donation above.
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Address change: Unique visitors: 2,291
Palm Desert, The Solid Solutions Group now meets at the A sits/dav: 130
74200 Highway 111 Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM D YP Vg. visitsiday.

_ Avg. hits/day: 4,211
New Meeting:
Indio, Carrying The Message, The Coachella Valley Rescue Highest # of visits in a day: 175
Mission, 47470 Van Buren St - Monday, 6PM Women . . )
Step Study Speaker Participation Highest # of hits in one day: 5,471

Total visits: 3,921

Indio, Rebel Big Book Study, The Coachella Valley Rescue Visit it 171
Mission, 47470 Van Buren St - Thursday, 5PM, Book ISItS per visttor .
Study Total hits: 126,350

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.
A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one
for each image included on the page, etc.
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Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

1/7 - Tommy D - Los Angeles
1/14 - Peggy - Palm Desert
1/21 - Tony C - Indio
1/28 - Carmen - Palm Desert

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.
1/6 - Terry F - Laguna Niguel
1/13 - Pacific Group members from Venice
1/20 - Mickey B - Venice
1/27 - Dave M - Alexandria, VA

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

1/7 - Ed B - Canada

1/14 - Keith S - Desert Hot Springs
1/21 - Cyndy S - Desert Hot Springs
1/28 - Shannon S - Desert Hot Springs

Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.
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December Puzzle Solution
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JOIN THE
FAITHFUL FIVERS!

‘Faithful |/

‘FIVERS ¢

“When we meet and defeat the temptation
to take large gifts, we are only being prudent.
But when we are generous with the hat, we
give a token that we are grateful for our
blessing and evidence that we are eager to
share what we have found with all those who
still suffer.”

- Bill W.

Reprinted from The Language of the Heart with
permission from the AA Grapevine, Inc.

What are Faithful Fivers?

Faithful Fivers are A.A. members who graciously
pledge to contribute at least five dollars each
month 1o support Central Office in its efforts 1o
carry the A.A. message of hope and recovery 1o
those aleaholies who still suffer in the Coachella
Valley. As a Faithful Fiver, your persanal
contribution can and will make our vital

services possible,

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we
remembered that we wasted much more than
five dollars each month during our drinking days.
Your contribution will help Central Office
provide the services necessary 1o carry the

message of Alcoholies Anonymous.

Faithful Fiver members who pledge at least
$5.00 per month annually will receive, if they
s0 choose, a subscription 1o our monthly

newsletter, The Deserl Lifetine .

Contributions are limited 1o $3,000 per member
per year” and are tax deductible under Internal

Revenue Code: § 501 (¢)3

*Page 9—Self-Support Pamphlet

Yes! Please enroll me as a
Falthful Fiver!

L agree 1o pledge!
Here is my contribution of
$ for months
Name
Address
Ciry State Zip

Phone Number

Email Address

Please make your checks payable to:
Central Office
And mail to:
35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134
Cathedral City, CA 92234

%
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