
Central Intergroup
Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive
Suite 134

Cathedral City CA 92234

Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

760.324.4880
Fax 760.324.4851

Web site: www.AAintheDesert.org

manager@aainthedesert.org

Intergroup Meeting
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Thursday of the month,

6:30 p.m.

General Service, District 9
3rd Sunday of the month, 4PM

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 3684

Palm Desert 92261-3684

Hospitals & Institutions
Last Wednesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
45940 Portola Ave.

Palm Desert
Mailing Address: P O Box 1843

Palm Desert 92261

Mid Southern California Area (MSCA)
P O Box, 51446, Irvine CA 92619-1446

Web site: www.msca09aa.org

The General Service Office, P O Box 459,
Grand Central Station NY 10163

Web site: www.aa.org

February 2012

A publication of the Central Intergroup Office
of the Desert serving the Coachella Valley.

Step
Came to believe that a Power
greater than ourselves could

restore us to sanity.

Tradition
For our group purpose there is

but one ultimate authority -
a loving God as He may

express Himself in our group
conscience. Our leaders are

but trusted servants;
they do not govern.

Concept
The General Service Conference of
A.A. has become, for nearly every
practical purpose, the active voice
and the effective conscience of our

whole society in its world affairs.

Hope - the feeling that what is wanted can be had
or that events will turn out for the best; to believe,
desire, or trust.
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December

Meeting Info 159
12 Step Calls 3
Visitors 96
Literature Sales 262
Al-Anon 0
Other 12 Step 5
Misc. 46
Business 30

Answering
Service
12 Step 2
Meeting Info 21
Other 4
TOTAL: 628

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their
contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club.

Desert Lifeline, February 2012

Letters to the Editor or Articles for the Desert Lifeline
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of

publication in the following month’s issue.

Please submit your material for The Desert Lifeline to:
Central Intergroup Office of the Desert

35-325 Date Palm Drive, Suite 134,
Cathedral City, CA 92234.

E-mail: manager@AAinthedesert.org

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
Board of Directors

Chairman: Ben P
Vice Chairman: SherAli J

Treasurer: Ginny P
Secretary: Traci N

Directors
Barney M
Carole C
Joan C
Rob L
Sid B

Desert Lifeline Editor: Jim K
Office Manager: Jim K

Thanks to all who are of service.
It makes a difference!

Ashley H 1
Bruce M 1
Michelle S 1
Mike M 1
Juan 4
Lisa T 4
John M 12
Jerry H 14
John H 24
Kathy G 26
Paul N 27
Rene E 29
Rocky H 30
Faith R 33

Madeleine R 39
Nick T 41
Tom F 41

Carole C 4
Dyana S 26
Jim K 31
Dick McK 32

Ken M 33
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Faithful Fiver Contributors - through January

We had a total of 9 people participate in the
Faithful Fivers so far this year!

FINALLY!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Central Office is now accepting credit cards for purchases!

$5.00 minimum purchase.

You no longer need to make sure you have enough cash or a check when coming to the office.

JUST ADDED - make Faithful Fiver donations online -
just follow the link on the home page!

JUST ADDED - Online Group Contributions (just like AA World Services) -
just follow the link on the home page!

Also coming in the future ………….

a complete online bookstore of all materials that we have available in the office.
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Concept Two

The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly every practical purpose,
the active voice and the effective conscience of our whole society in its world affairs.

Ever wonder how AA business gets addressed for AA as a whole? Or how does our little group in our
town participate in those decisions? I know that if the groups in our desert were to get together and
participate on that business, we would not get much accomplished with the resources we have, and it
would most likely not be in the best interest of AA as a whole.

That’s why the actual voice of our fellowship and effective conscience for our whole society is delegated
to the General Service Conference. As delegated by our groups to districts, by districts to area
assemblies, and area assemblies to the conference. We have to delegate to ensure our business at the
AA level gets taken care of. And delegate we do every year, to ensure the active maintenance of our
world services through the actions taken at the General Service Conference. Thank you Delegates for
your dedication and continued service to Alcoholics Anonymous!

Jeff M
Thursday Big Book Study, Yucca Valley

Tradition Two

For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority - a loving God as He may
express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do

not govern.

Because “in no sense whatever can its members govern or direct the group...”, elections are held to
either reinstate or vote in new committee members. These groups are so-called rotating committees.
Committees, among other duties, oversee that AA meetings have secretaries, treasurers, and other
members of service that enable meetings to take place. Committee members give no advice on spiritual
matters or opinions on anyone's conduct, and issue no orders. Any member of the committee can be
eliminated at the next election. “Thus throughout AA does the group conscience decree the terms upon
which its leaders shall serve”.

The majority rules in or out committee members. When anxiety or worry about what to do about a
situation or who to vote in to a trusted position, the group turns to the oldtimers to be educated on
tradition. Oldtimers are divided into two classes. In AA slang, they are known as bleeding deacons and
elder statesmen. The bleeding deacon strives for reelection, attempts to “railroad” business meetings
(asks his/her friends to attend business meetings to sway the vote in their favor). He is convinced that the
meeting cannot get along without him. Sometimes, so consumed with self-pity they are, they get drunk.
Those bleeding deacons, if they survive, live to become elder statesmen. An elder statesman is quiet of
opinion, is sure knowledge and a humble example that resolve a crisis. They do not mandate; they lead
by example. “The group conscience, well advised by its elders, will be in the long run wiser than any
single leader”.

Caroline D
Fearless & Thorough Book Study, Palm Desert
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December Volunteers at Central Office

DESERT LIFELINE
Subscription Form

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ___________ Zip code: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________

Home Group: ________________________________

Please mail the Subscription
form with your annual

subscription fee of $12 to the
address on the front of the
Desert Lifeline for your

Central Intergroup Office.

Don’t miss an issue, have the

DESERT LIFELINE

delivered to your mail
box each month.

Ann T
Carole C
Dallas Ann E
Dave O
Dean B
Dennis H
Diane D

Emil M
Jill J
Jim D
Jimmy Who
Jo Ann M

Kim W
Madeleine R
Michael W
Pat W
Patrick L

Paul A
Peggy M
Rocky H
Roger F
Steve P
Tracy M
Tracy T
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Book of the month
Experience, Strength and Hope

Stories from the first three editions

Normally $5.50 - this month $4.75
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Puzzle answers will appear in next month’s Desert Lifeline.
You can also find them on our web site — www.aainthedesert.org

Desert Lifeline, February 2012

February Puzzle



7

Desert Lifeline, February 2012



8

Want to get the Desert Lifeline delivered directly to you via email each month??

Well…… now you can.

Just go to the Central Office web site, www.aainthedesert.org, and follow the link to sign up!

It’s just that easy!!

And …….. It’s FREE!!!!!!!!!!!!

Desert Lifeline, February 2012

Step Two

Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

When I was newly sober, I heard: “Came…Came to…Came to believe”. I knew about “coming to”
because I had experienced it many times, often throughout the day, and wondered, “where am I…how did
I get here…how do I get out of this one?” I had looked at the insanity of my life in Step 1. In being guided
through the Steps, I’ve realized it is “slowbriety” and there is a process, one that gives me an opportunity
to keep learning and growing one day at a time.

In taking Step 2, my sponsor had me read this Step in the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions and
highlight/underline anything that applied to me or that I had a question about. Then I was to read Chapter
4, “We Agnostics”, and to write down any barriers I had to a Higher Power. After completing these, I was
to formulate/write my concept of my personal Higher Power. This was a challenge as I had been brought
up in a parochial environment and “God” was an entity sitting in the heavens watching my every move
and “His” judgments were endless and I was doomed!

After a time, and talking with others I began to think of “God” as a loving parent without all the human
frailties: judgment, envy, anger, punishment, lack of forgiveness, resentments, inadequacy, etc. My
thoughts went to my feelings toward my own child: no matter what, I LOVED her. Even if she murdered
someone and was in prison, she would still be my child. Though I would not be able to change the
outcome for her actions, I could maintain a connection, I could build a bridge of love and tolerance. Her
happiness would make me feel good, and the consequences would make me sad, because I wanted her
to be happy, joyous and free. I could respond with love to any situation with her. I then thought if I have
all these human failings and my Higher Power is perfect, then He/She/It IS all-loving and forgiving and
available to me. A bridge or connection will always be there for me, and if I don’t learn the first time, I will
be given another opportunity to step out of the morass of self pity and self hatred to a healthier way of
living. Through love, I will be provided a “design for living” that was unavailable to me when I was
drinking and abusing myself and others.

My sponsor then had me write the things this new concept of a Higher Power had done for me that I
couldn’t do for myself. All I needed to do was begin the list and many, many situations came to mind,
results of “coincidences” and turns in the road that just seemed to crop up out of nowhere. It was then I
realized that I had been led all along by some Power greater than me, a Power of the Universe. God as I
understood Him became much clearer.

The principle associated with this step is “Hope”, I hadn’t had any hope for a very long time. I came to
believe that what I had seen in the eyes of the Oldtimers provided hope that I could have a better life, that
maybe these Steps would work for even me.

Kathy G
Sunday, 3rd & 11th Step Meeting, Palm Desert.
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Purpose:
To provide an

opportunity for alcoholic
women in recovery to
participate with other

women in recovery in an
atmosphere of friendship

and harmony.
The proceeds of this
banquet are donated

to Alcoholics
Anonymous Central
Intergroup Office of

the Desert.

27th Annual

AA Desert Women’s Banquet
Sunday, March 11, 2012

4:00 – 5:00 pm – Registration/Get Acquainted
5:00 – 7:00 pm – Dinner
7:00 – 8:00 pm – Speaker

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa
Emerald Ballroom - 44-400 Indian Wells Lane, Indian Wells, CA

$42 per person – Reservations Required
Appropriate dinner attire required

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 10 seats per table maximum.
To sit together, registration forms & payment must be returned

together.
Free self-parking is provided in garage at rear of property

Call Central Office for information

Please complete one form per person
Full Name: Amount

Enclosed
Name on Badge: Dinner $

42.00
Mailing Address: *Donation $

City: Zip: Total $

Make checks payable
to:

Desert Women’s
Banquet

Mail to:

PO Box 4383
Palm Desert, CA
92261

Email: Phone:

Vegetarian meal?
YES / NO (Please Circle)

Table Head: # in Party:

* To donate ticket(s) or portion of, making it possible for “women in need” to attend,
please note the amount of your donation above.
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Please check the web site (www.AAintheDesert.org) for any changes
since the printing of the newsletter.

Unique visitors: 2,385

Avg. visits/day: 128

Avg. hits/day: 375.59

Highest # of visits in a day: 188

Highest # of hits in one day: 6,322

Total visits: 3,968

Visits per visitor 1.66

Total hits: 126,839

Sobriety Capital of the World - Indio

Friday Night, 8 p.m.
2/3 - Terry F - Laguna Niguel

2/10 - Patt O - Orange County
2/17 - Joni C - Los Angeles
2/24 - Jackson P - Alexandria, VA

December Website Usage

Visit: A series of Hits to your site over a specific period of time by one
visitor.

A 'Hit' is simply a successful request to your web server from a visitor's
browser for any type of file, whether an image, HTML page, an MP3
file, or any other type. A single web page can cause many Hits -- one

for each image included on the page, etc.

Desert Lifeline, February 2012

Saturday Tumbleweed Group -
Desert Hot Springs
Saturday Night, 7:30 p.m.

2/4 - Tom R - Desert Hot Springs
2/11 - Don S - Desert Hot Springs
2/18 - Carolyn B - Beaumont
2/25 - Kathy P - Desert Hot Springs

Palm Desert Group -
Fellowship Hall, Palm Desert
Saturday Night, 8:00 p.m.

2/4 - Tony - Indio
2/11 - Norma Jean - Waikiki
2/18 - Tosh T - Bermuda Dunes
2/25 - Dani M - Indio

NEW MEETINGS & MEETING CHANGES
Time change:
Indio, Carrying The Message, Coachella Valley Rescue Mission,
47470 Van Buren Street now meets at 5:45 PM W S/S
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January Puzzle Solution

Desert Lifeline, February 2012

You can also contribute to the Faithful Fivers via credit card on the web site!
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At the Expense of Others

"I'm an alcoholic--and a drug addict."
"I have to say this--for me."

"I know this is a meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous but. . ."

I used to think I had to share about my drug use. After all, AA teaches us to be rigorously honest,
doesn't it? And as a younger person in AA, I was different than a lot of the older, "pure" alcoholics,
wasn't I? Nobody is going to tell me what to say. Nobody did, either. (A couple of old-timers took me
aside after the meetings to talk about this, but I dismissed them.)

One night, I was talking in the parking lot after a meeting of my home group. As the people cleared out, I
realized there were just two of us left--myself and a newcomer. He was in his sixties. We got to talking
and he actually seemed to be listening to me! I really felt amazed that a man old enough to be my
grandfather would listen to me about anything, and especially about AA.

The meeting that night had been on Step One and many people, including me, recalled their use of
drugs (some in great detail). This man and I began to talk about the meeting and then he dropped a
bombshell on me. He didn't think he qualified to be an alcoholic because he hadn't used any drugs! Here
was a man who drank for more years than I have been alive (most of them, by his account,
alcoholically), yet he didn't feel like he belonged in AA. And we were supposedly talking about
alcoholism!

Well, I sputtered and stammered for a while and I finally convinced him that the only requirement for
membership was a desire to stop drinking and that there were no requirements for drug use involved.
Thank God he is still sober.

Later that night, I really began to question myself and the message I was carrying. Sure, it was important
that I qualified and identified myself, but were the details worth it at the possible expense of others? I
realized I should stick to alcohol and alcoholism in order to keep the door wide open, not make it more
narrow. If even one person gets the wrong idea and feels they don't belong, that is one too many.
Besides, I had been sober for a while and I knew what I was.

I guess I started to think just a little more about other people than I did about myself. So that's why some
groups are so concerned about AA's singleness of purpose--some groups in my area even read a
statement of singleness of purpose before their meetings. It isn't just to be tedious and nitpicky and to
"bust chops," especially the chops of young people. It is so all alcoholics can feel that they belong once
they get to AA.

J. H.
Dover, Pennsylvania

AA Grapevine, March 1992 reprinted with permission

I just came into A.A. to stop drinking. I didn't know I was also going to have to grow up!

——————————————————————————————————————————————

I'm the kind of recovering alcoholic that is grateful when I can learn by listening to others or
following the directions of my sponsor. That's what I wish I was all of the time. But it has
been my experience that there are times when I just have to pee on the electric fence.
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Secretary Workshop
Sunday

March 25, 2012

1:00—3:30 PM

Central Intergroup Office of the Desert
35-325 Date Palm Drive

Suite 134
Cathedral City

Please call us at 760.324.4880 to
reserve your spot.

Space is limited.


